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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT Policy Code: 4020

T

The board recognizes the critical role of parents in the education of their children and in the
schools. The board directs school administrators to develop programs that will promote and
support parental involvement in student learning and achievement at school and at home and
encourage successfil progress toward graduation. Each parent is encouraged to learn about the
educational program, the educational goals and objectives of the school system, and his or her own
child’s progress. The board also encourages parents to participate in their children’s education
and in activities designed by school personnel to involve them, such as parent conferences, in order
to foster effective teacher and parent communication. Parents are responsible for cooperating with
school employees to facilitate their children’s compliance with board policies concerning
homework, school attendance, and behavior.

For purposes of this policy, “parent” includes parents, legal guardians, and legal custodians of
students who are under 18 years old and who have not been emancipated.

A. PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT PLANS
l. Parental Involvement Plan as Part of the School Improvement Plan

The board directs each principal to ensure that the school improvement team
develops a plan for the school’s parental involvement program as a part of the
school improvement plan. The principal shall publicize drafts of the parental
involvement plan prior to finalization and solicit input from parents of students in
the school. This plan must include, at a minimum, efforts to enhance parental
involvement by promoting the following priorities:

a. regular, meaningful, two-way communication between home and school;
b. responsible parenting;

c. involvement of parents in student learning;
d. parental volunteering in the school;
€. involvement of parents in school decisions that affect children and families;
f. parental training based on parents’ informational needs;
g. collaboration with community agencies and other organizations to provide

resources to strengthen school programs, families, and student learning; and
h. student health awareness among parents by addressing the need for health

programs and student health services, which are linked to student learning.

M
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT Policy Code: 4020

Title I Parent and Family Engagement Plan

Each school participating in the Title I program must develop, with parents and
family members, a school-level written parent and family engagement plan that
involves parents in the planning and improvement of Title I activities and describes
the means for carrying out school-level policy, sharing responsibility for student
academic achievement, building the capacity of school staff and parents for
involvement, and increasing accessibility for participation of all parents and family
members of children participating in Title T programs. See policy 4021, Title I
Parent and Family Engagement.

Parental Involvement Component of a School Plan for Managing Student Behavior

Each school’s plan for managing student behavior should include parental
involvement strategies that address when parents will be notified or involved in
issues related to their child’s behavior. See policy 4302, School Plan for
Management of Student Behavior.

B. PARENT COMMUNICATION, PARTICIPATION, AND CONFERENCES

1.

Communication with Parents

The board encourages school personnel to have regular contact with parents for
informational purposes as well as for commendation of students and notification of
concerns. School personnel shall communicate with parents about student behavior
issues in accordance with requirements of policy 4341, Parental Involvement in
Student Behavior Issues, and about student attendance as described in policy 3480,
Attendance. In addition, parents will be notified promptly if school personnel
suspect that a criminal offense has been committed against the parent’s child, unless
notification would impede an investigation by law enforcement or the child welfare
agency.

The principal must effectively communicate to parents the manner in which
textbooks are used to implement the school’s curricular objectives. Any parent
interested in learning more about their child’s course of study or the source of any
supplementary instructional materials should contact the principal for more
information. If a parent would like to inspect and review particular instructional
materials, the parent should make such a request in accordance with policy 3210,
Parental Inspection of and Objection to Instructional Materials.

The principal also shall ensure that information about the nature and purpose of all
clubs and activities, curricular and extracurricular, offered at the school is available
at the school’s main office. Any parent who would like information about such
clubs or activities should contact the school’s main office.

The principal or designee shall strive, through oral or written communication or
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT Policy Code: 4020

other means, to include the parents of students identified as at-risk in the
implementation and review of academic and/or behavioral interventions for their
children, in accordance with policy 3405, Students at Risk of Academic Failure.

The principal or designee shall provide the parent of each student in kindergarten,
first, or second grade with written notification of the student’s reading progress.
The notice will be provided three times a year, following each benchmark
assessment and will include: (1) assessment results, (2) whether the child may not
reach reading proficiency by the end of third grade, and (3) instructional support
activities for use at home.

Parent Participation at Schools

The board encourages parents to engage in activities in their children’s schools.
Parents are welcome to visit schools in accordance with policy 5020, Visitors to the
Schools, and, if interested, are urged to participate in school volunteer programs as
described in policy 5010, School Volunteers. In addition, opportunities exist for
parents to participate on school advisory councils, such as the school health
advisory council (see policy 3530, Student Wellness), school improvement teams
(see policy 3430, School Improvement Plan), school media and technology
advisory committees (see policy 3200, Selection of Instructional Materials), and
the business advisory council (see policy 2670, Business Advisory Council).

Conferences

Teachers are responsible for scheduling conferences or meetings with parents. The
board encourages the superintendent to work with local business leaders, including
the local chambers of commerce, to encourage employers to adopt, as part of their
stated personnel policies, time for employees who are parents or guardians to attend
conferences with their child’s teachers.

C. PARENTAL NOTIFICATION

I.

Title I Notifications

Each principal or designee of a Title I school shall effectively notify parents of all
parental rights and other required information regarding Title I schools and
programs, in accordance with federal law. Parents of students in Title I schools
shall receive a copy of the system-wide Title I parent and family engagement policy
(policy 4021) and the school-wide parent involvement plan.

Parent Guide for Student Achievement
Each year, the superintendent or designee shall create a parent guide for student

achievement that meets the requirements of state law and the State Board of
Education. All parents will receive a written copy of the guide, and information in
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the guide will be discussed at the beginning of each school year in meetings of
students, parents, and teachers.

At a minimum the guide will include the following:

a. information for parents regarding the following as it pertains to their child:
(1) requirements for promotion to the next grade, including the
requirements of the North Carolina Read to Achieve Program as set forth in
Part 1A of Article 8 of Chapter 115C; (2) the course of study, textbooks,
and other supplementary instructional materials and policy 3210, Parental
Inspection of and Objection to Instructional Materials, which provides for
the inspection and review of those materials; (3) the child’s progress toward
achieving State and unit expectations for academic proficiency, including
policies for student assessment, and the child’s assessment results, report
cards, and progress reports; (4) qualifications of the child’s teachers,
including licensure status; and (5) school entry requirements, including
required immunizations;

b. parental actions that can do the following: (1) strengthen the child’s
academic progress, especially in the area of reading as provided in the North
Carolina Read to Achieve Program; (2) strengthen the child’s citizenship,
especially social skills and respect for others; (3) strengthen the child’s
realization of high expectations and setting lifelong learning goals; and (4)
place a strong emphasis on the communication between the school and the
home;

c. services available for parents and their children, such as family literacy
services; mentoring, tutoring, and other academic reinforcement programs;
after-school programs; and college planning, academic advisement, and
student counseling services (see policy 3600, Counseling Program);

d. opportunities for parental participation, such as parenting classes, adult
education, school advisory councils, and school volunteer programs;

€. opportunities for parents to learn about rigorous academic programs that
may be available for their child, such as honors programs, Career and
College Promisc and other dual enrollment opportunities, advanced
placement, Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)
courses, International Baccalaureate, North Carolina Virtual High School
courses, and accelerated access to postsecondary education;

f. educational choices available to parents, including each type of public
school unit available to residents of the county in which the child lives and
nonpublic school options, educational choice options offered within the
school system, and programs for scholarship grants for nonpublic schools
(Part 2A of Article 39 of Chapter 115C) and for personal education student

#
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accounts for students with disabilities (Article 41 of Chapter 115C);

rights of students who have been identified as students with disabilities, as
provided in Article 9 of Chapter 115C;

contact information for school and unit offices;

resources for information on the importance of student health and other
available resources for parents, including the following information on
available immunizations and vaccinations: (1) a recommended
immunization schedule in accordance with the United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention recommendations; and (2) information
about meningococcal meningitis and influenza, including the causes,
symptoms, and vaccines, how the diseases are spread, and places where
parents and guardians may obtain additional information and vaccinations
for their children as required by G.S. 115C-375.4; and

this policy (policy 4341, Parental Involvement); policy 4021, Title I Parent
and Family Engagement; policy 2670, Business Advisory Council; policy
3210, Parental Inspection of and Objection to Instructional Materials; policy
3410, School Improvement Plan; policy 3520/6150, Comprehensive Health
Education Program; policy 3480, Attendance; policy 5010, School
Volunteers; policy 5020, Visitors to the Schools; and policy 3530, Student
Wellness.

3. Additional Annual Notifications

The principal or designee shall annually notify parents of the following information
to the extent that it has not already been provided to parents as part of the parent
guide for student achievement:

a.

parental rights related to student records (see policy 3470, Student
Records);

parental rights related to student surveys (see policy 4720, Surveys of
Students);

the approximate dates of any non-emergency, invasive physical
examination or screening that is: (a) required as a condition of attendance,
(b) administered and scheduled in advance by the school administration,
and (c) not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of students;

the schedule of pesticide use on school property and their right to request
notification of nonscheduled pesticide use (see policy 9235, Pest
Management};
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e. student behavior policies, the Code of Student Conduct, and school
standards and rules (see policies in the 4300 series);

f. the permissible use of seclusion and restraint in the schools (see regulation
4304-R, Rules for Use of Seclusion and Restraint in Schools);

g. policy 4329/7311, Bullyiﬁg and Harassing Behavior Prohibited;
h. policy 4030, Student and Parent Grievance Procedure;

i the dates of the system-wide and state-mandated tests that students will be
required to take during that school year, how the results from the tests will
be used, and whether each test is required by the State Board of Education
or by the local board;

J- grading practices that will be followed at the school and, for parents of high
school students, the method of computing the grade point averages that will
be used for determining class rank (see policies 3400, Evaluation of Student
Progress, and 3451, Class Rankings);

k. available opportunities and the enrollment process for students to take
advanced courses and information explaining the value of taking advanced
courses;

L if applicable, that their child will be provided advanced learning
opportunities in mathematics or will be placed in an advanced mathematics
course;

niL a clear and concise explanation of the North Carolina testing and
accountability system that includes all information required by federal law;,

n. a report containing information about the school system and each school,
including, but not limited to:

i. the following information both in the aggregate and disaggregated
by category: student achievement, graduation rates, performance on
other school quality and/or student success indicators, the progress
of students toward meeting long-term goals established by the state,
student performance on measures of school climate and safety, and,
as available, the rate of enrollment in post-secondary education;

ii. the performance of the school system on academic assessments as
compared to the state as a whole and the performance of each school
on academic assessments as compared to the state and school system
as a whole;

. e 0 ______ |
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ii. the percentage and number of students who are:
1. assessed,
2. assessed using alternate assessments,
3. involved in preschool and accelerated coursework programs,

and

4, English learners achieving proficiency;

iv. the per pupil expenditures of federal, state, and local funds; and

v. teacher qualifications;

0. the grade earned by the school on the most recent annual report card issued

for it by the State Board of Education if the grade wasa D or F;
P. supportive services available to students, including health services;

g- for parents of students in grades 5 through 12, information about cervical
cancer, cervical dysplasia, and human papillomavirus, including the causes
and symptoms of these diseases, how they are transmitted, how they may
be prevented by vaccination, including the benefits and possible side effects
of vaccination, and places parents and guardians may obtain additional
information and vaccinations for their children;

. how to reach school officials in emergency situations during non-school
hours;
s. information about and an application form for free and reduced price meals

and/or free milk (see policy 6230, Free and Reduced Price Meal Services);
t. information about the school breakfast program;

u. information about the availability and location of free summer food service
program meals for students when school is not in session;

v. for parents of children with disabilities, procedural safeguards (see also
policy 7220, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disabilities);

W. information on the availability of the asbestos management plan and
planned or in-progress inspections, re-inspections, response actions, and
post-response actions, including periodic re-inspection and surveillance

activities;

X. education rights of homeless students (see policy 4175, Homeless
Students);

y. the content and implementation of the local school wellness policy (see
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policy 3530, Student Wellness);

Z. their right to take four hours of unpaid leave from their jobs every year in
order to volunteer in their child’s school as stated in G.S. 95-28.3 (see policy
5010, School Volunteers);

aa. that the school system does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, or age, and that the school system provides
processes for resolving discrimination and harassment complaints (see
policies 1710/4023/7230, Discrimination and Harassment Prohibited by
Federal Law, 1720/4031/7235, Title IX Nondiscrimination on the Basis of
Sex, and 7220, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disabilities);

bb.  that the school system provides equal access to its facilities, programs, and
activities to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups (see policy
1710/4023/7230, Discrimination and Harassment Prohibited by Federal
Law); and

cc. the availability of and the process for requesting a waiver or reduction of
student fees (see policy 4500, Student Fees).

4. Opportunities to Withhold Consent/Opt Out Notifications

As a part of the annual notification described above, parents will be effectively
notified that they may opt out of any of the following:

a. release of student directory. information about their child for school
purposes or to outside organizations (see policy 3470, Student Records),

b. release of their child’s name, address, and telephone listing to military
recruiters or institutions of higher education (see policy 3470, Student
Records);

C. their child’s participation in curricula related to (a) prevention of sexually

transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS; (b) avoidance of out-of-wedlock
pregnancy; or {c) reproductive health and safety education, as provided in
policy 3520/6150, Comprehensive Health Education Program. A copy of
the materials that will be used in these curricula will be available in the
school media center during the school year and at other times that the media
center is available to the public. To meet any review periods required by
law, materials also may be made available for review in the central office;

d. their child’s participation in academic or career guidance or personal or
social counseling services of a generic nature offered to groups of students
(e.g., peer relations strategies offered to all sixth graders). However,
parental notification and permission are not required for: (a) short-duration
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=

academic, career, personal, or social guidance and counseling and crisis
intervention that is needed to maintain order, discipline, or a productive
learning environment; (b) student-initiated individual or group counseling
targeted at a student’s specific concemns or needs; and (c) counseling if child
abuse or neglect is suspected (see policies 3600, Counseling Program, and
4240, Child Abuse and Related Threats to Child Safety);

e. their child’s participation in any protected information survey given as part
of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s Youth Risk Behavior
Surveillance System or National Youth Tobacco Survey (see policy 4720,
Surveys of Students);

f. their child’s participation in any non-emergency, invasive physical
examination or screening that is: (a) required as a condition of attendance;
(b) administered and scheduled in advance by the school administration;
and (c) not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of students;

. the collection, disclosure, or use of their child’s personal information for
marketing purposes (see policy 4720, Surveys of Students); and

h. release of their child’s free and reduced-price meal information to State
Medicaid or State children’s health insurance program (SCIHIP).

Any parent or legal guardian who wishes to opt out/withhold consent must do so in
writing after receiving notice. Otherwise, consent to the programs or activities is
presumed. After the annual notification, the school is not required to provide
further notice to the parent or legal guardian as to the manner in which student
directory information is used, the curriculum is provided, or guidance programs are
made available.

PARENTAL PERMISSION REQUIRED

Written parental permission is required prior to the following activities:

L.

the administration of medications to students by employees of the school system
(see policy 6130, Administering Medicines to Students);

the release of student records that are not considered directory information, unless
the release is allowed or required by law (see policy 3470, Student Records);

off-campus trips;
students’ participation in high-impact or high-risk sports or extracurricular

activities, such as football or mountain climbing (see policy 4220, Student
Insurance Program);
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]

5. all decisions or actions as required by the IDEA with regard to providing special
education or related services to students with disabilities (see policy 3500, Special
Education Programs/Rights of Students with Disabilities);

6. certain health services, as required by law;

7. participation in a mental health assessment or mental health services under
circumstances prescribed by federal law;

8. students’ participation in programs or services that provide information about
where to obtain contraceptives or abortion referral services;

9. students’ participation in any protected information survey other than those given
as part of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s Youth Risk Behavior
Surveillance System or National Youth Tobacco Survey (see policy 4720, Surveys
of Students);

10.  disclosure of students’ free and reduced price lunch eligibility information or
eligibility status; and

11.  students’ access to the Internet, as described in policy 3230/7370, Technology
Responsible Use.

E. PROCEDURES FOR PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN STUDENT HEALTH
1. Parent Notifications Regarding Student Physical and Mental Health

At the beginning of each school year, the principal or designee shall notify parents
of (1) each health care service offered at their children’s schools and the means for
parents to provide consent for any specific services; (2) acknowledgement that
consenting to a health care service does not waive the parents’ right to access their
children’s educational records or health records or to be notified of changes in their
children’s services or monitoring; and (3) the procedures to exercise the parental
remedies for concerns related to student health provided by G.S. 115C-76.60 and
described below in subsection E.6.

Before any student well-being questionnaire or health screening form is
administered to students in kindergarten through third grade, the principal or
designee shall provide parents with a copy of the questionnaire or form and shall
inform parents of the means for parents to consent to the use of the questionnaire
or form for their children. -

The principal or designee shall notify parents of changes in services or monitoring
related to their children’s mental, emotional, or physical health or well-being and
the school’s ability to provide a safe and supportive learning environment for their
children prior to or contemporancously with the changes being made. In addition,

#
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the principal or designee shall notify parents before any changes are made to the
names or pronouns used for their children in school records or by school personnel.

No school system policy, procedure, or form will expressly or otherwise prohibit
school employees from notifying parents about their children’s mental, emotional,
or physical health or well-being or a change in related services or monitoring, nor
will any school system policy, procedure, or form intentionally encourage or be
designed in a manner that is reasonably likely to have the effect of encouraging any
children to withhold from their parents information about their mental, emotional,
or physical health or well-being or a change in related services or monitoring.
School personnel shall not discourage or prohibit parental notification of and
involvement in critical decisions affecting a student’s mental, emotional, or
physical health or well-being.

2. Discussions Related to Student Well-Being

In accordance with the rights of parents provided in Chapter 114A of the General
Statutes, when issues of a student’s well-being arise, school personnel shall
encourage the student to discuss the issues with his or her parent. As appropriate,
school personnel may facilitate discussions of such issues with parents.

3. Parent Access to Student Records

Parents will not be prohibited from accessing any of their children’s education and
health records created, maintained, or used by the school system, except as
permitted by law. See policy 3470, Student Records.

4. Student Support Services Training

Student support services training developed or provided by the school system to
school personnel will adhere to student services guidelines, standards, and
frameworks established by the Department of Public Instruction.

5. Instruction on Gender Identity, Sexual Activity, and Sexuality

Instruction on gender identity, sexual activity, or sexuality will not be included in
the curriculum provided in kindergarten through fourth grade, regardless of
whether the information is provided by school personnel or third parties. For
purposes of this subsection, curriculum includes the standard course of study and
support materials, locally developed curriculum, supplemental instruction, and
textbooks and other supplementary materials, but does not include responses to
student-initiated questions.

6. Remedies for Parental Concerns Relatéd to Student Health

If a parent has a concern about the school or school system’s procedure or practice
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under Part 4 of Article 7B of Chapter 115C, as described here in Section E of this
policy, the parent should submit the concern in writing to the principal. The
principal shall schedule and hold a meeting with the parent within five days after
the concern was submitted. The principal shall conduct any necessary
investigation. If possible, the principal should resolve the concern within seven
days after the concern was submitted. If the principal cannot resolve the concern
within seven days, the principal shall immediately notify the superintendent or
designee. The superintendent or designee shall assist, as needed, in resolving the
concern.

If the concern has not been resolved within 15 days after the parent initially
submitted the concern, the superintendent or designee shall schedule a board
hearing to be conducted pursuant to policy 2500, Hearings Before the Board, to
occur within the next 15 days. If the concern is not resolved 30 days after the parent
initially submitted the concern, the board will provide a statement of the reasons
for not resolving the concern.

If the concern is not resolved within 30 days of initial submission, the parent has
the right to pursue additional remedies as provided in G.S. 115C-76.60(b).

F. PARENT REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION

A parent may request in writing from the principal any of the information the parent has
the right to access under Part 3 of Article 7B of Chapter 115C. The principal, within 10
business days, shall either provide the requested information to the parent or provide an
extension notice to the parent that, due to the volume or complexity of the request, the
information will be provided no later than 20 business days from the date of the parental
request,

If the principal (1) denies or fails to respond to the request for information within 10
business days or {2} fails to provide information within 20 business days following an
extension notice, the parent may then submit the written request for information to the
superintendent, along with a statement specifying the time frame of the denial or failure to
provide information by the principal. ‘

If the superintendent denies or does not respond to the request for information within 10
business days, the parent may appeal the denial or lack of response to the board no later
than 20 business days from the date of the request to the superintendent. The board will
place the parent’s appeal on the agenda for the next board meeting occurring more than
three business days after submission of the appeal.

The information in this Section F will be posted on the school system’s website along with
the list of parents’ legal rights for their child’s education as described in G.S. 115C-76.25.
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e

G. COMMUNITY SERVICES AVAILABLE
A variety of community services are available to provide parents and families of students
in the school system with needed information, support, and resources. Parents are

encouraged to utilize applicable community services such as the following:

https://www.unitedwaygaston.org/partner-agencies/

H. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

By September 15 of each year, the superintendent or designee. shall report to the State
Board of Education parental involvement information as required by G.S. 115C-76.70.

Legal References: Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq., 28 C.F.R. pt. 35;
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act, 15 U.S.C. 2641, ef seq.; Boy Scouts of America Equal
Access Act, 20 U.S.C. 7905, 34 C.F.R. 108.9; Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as
amended, 20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq., 34 C.F.R. pt. 200; Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act,
20 U.S.C. 1232g, 34 C.F.R. pt. 99; Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 1400,
et seq.; McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 11431, ef seq.; National School
Lunch Program, 42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq., 7 C.F.R. 210.12, 7 C.F.R. pt. 245; Protection of Pupil
Rights Amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232h, 34 C.F.R. pt. 98; Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C.
705(20), 794, 34 C.F.R. pt. 104; Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.,
34 C.F.R. pt. 100; Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, 20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq., 34
C.F.R.pt. 106; 20 U.S.C. 7908; G.S. 90-21.1, -21.10B; 95-28.3; 114A-10; 115C-47(47), -47(51),
-47(54), -47(58), -76.1, -76.20, -76.25, -76.30, -76.35, -76.40, -76.45, -76.50, -76.55, -76.60, -
76.65, -76.70, -81.25, -81.30, -81.36, -105.41, -109.1, -174.26(d), -307(c}), -375.4, -390.2, -391.1,
-402.15, -407.16; 16 N.C.A.C. 6D .0307; State Board of Education Policies KNEC-002, PRNT-
000, TEST-001

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 12/16/2013, 02/15/2016, 05/15/2017, 07/20/2020, 06/20/2022, 10/16/2023, 12/18/2023
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IMMUNIZATION AND HEALTH
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL ADMISSION Policy Code: 4110

M

The board of education requires all students to meet the eligibility requirements for school
admission established by the State and the board, including immunization and health assessments.
The principal or designee shall maintain on file immunization and health assessment records for
all students, and these records may be inspected by officials of the county or state health
departments in accordance with state and federal law. Each school principal shall file required
reports with the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Public
Instruction.

"~ A.  IMMUNIZATION

1. Requirements for Initial Entry
Within 30 calendar days of his or her first day of attendance in the school system,
each student must show evidence of age-appropriate vaccination in accordance with
state law and regulation, including the following vaccines as applicable:

a. DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis);

b. poliomyelitis (polio);

c. measles (rubeola);
d. rubella (German measles);
e. mumps;

f. Haemophilus influenzae, type b (Hib);

g hepatitis B;

h. varicella (chickenpox);

1. pneumococcal conjugate (only for children entering school before age five);
and

J- any other vaccine as may be required by law or regulation.

The current required vaccination schedule is available from the N.C. Immunization

Branch online at http://www.immunize.nc.gov/.

#
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#
2. Additional Requirements

a. All students entering seventh grade or who have reached age 12, whichever

comes first, are required to receive the following:

i booster dose of Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis vaccine), if
they have not previously received it; and

1l. the meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV).
b. All students entering the twelfth grade or who have reached age 17 arc
required to receive a booster dose of MCV.
3. Certificate of Immunization
a. Evidence of immunizations must be shown in the form of a certificate

furnished by a licensed physician or by the health department. A student
who received immunizations in a state other than North Carolina must

present an official certificate that meets the immunizations requirements of
G.S. 130A-154(b).

b. Principals are required to refuse admittance to any child whose parent or
guardian does not present a medical certification of proper immunizations
within the allotted time. If, following approved medical practice, the
administration of a vaccine requires more than 30 calendar days to
complete, upon certification of this fact by a physician, additional days may
be allowed in order to obtain the required immunizations,

C. Exceptions to the immunization requirements will be made only for
religious reasons or for medical reasons approved by a physician pursuant
to state law and regulation.

B. HEALTH ASSESSMENT/VISION SCREENING

Within 30 calendar days of the first day of school entry, all students entering public schools
for the first time, regardless of grade level, must furnish to the principal a form that meets
the requirements of state law indicating that the student has received a health assessment
pursuant to G.S. 130A-440. A student who fails to meet this requirement will not be
permitted to attend school until the required health assessment form has been presented.
Such absences will not be considered suspensions, and the student will be given an
opportunity to make up work missed during the absence as described below. The principal
or designee shall, at the time of enrollment, notify the parent, guardian, or person standing
in loco parentis that the completed health assessment form is needed on or before the
child’s first day of attendance. The date the student’s health assessment form is received
will be recorded in the student’s official record, and the form will be maintained on file in

#
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the school.

The assessment must include a medical history and physical examination with screening
for vision and hearing and, if appropriate, testing for anemia and tuberculosis. The health
assessment must be conducted no more than 12 months prior to the date of school entry.
Exceptions to the health assessment requirement will be made only for religious reasons.

Within 180 days of the start of the school year, the parent of the child must present to the
principal or designee certification that within the past 12 months, the child has obtained a
comprehensive eye examination performed by an ophthalmologist or optometrist or has
obtained a vision screening conducted by a licensed physician, an optometrist, a physician
assistant, a nurse practitioner, a registered nurse, an orthoptist, or a vision screener certified
by Prevent Blindness North Carolina.

Children who receive and fajl to pass the required vision screening must obtain a
comprehensive eye exam conducted by a duly licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist.
The provider of the exam must present to the parent a signed transmittal form, which the
parent must submit to the school. If a member of the school staff has reason to believe that
a child enrolled in kindergarten through third grade is having problems with vision, the
staff member may recommend to the child’s parent that the child have a comprehensive
eye examination.

No child will be excluded from attending school solely for a parent’s failure to obtain a
comprehensive eye exam. If a parent fails or refuses to obtain a comprehensive eye exam
or to provide the certification of a comprehensive eye exam, school officials shall send a
written reminder to the parent of required eye exams.

Upon request, the teacher(s) of a student subject to an absence from school for failure to
provide the health assessment form required by this section shall provide to the student all
missed assignments, and to the extent practicable, the materials distributed to students in
connection with the assignments. The principal or designee shall arrange for the student
to take home textbooks and school-furnished digital devices for the duration of the absence
and shall permit the student to take any quarterly, semester, or grading period examinations
missed during the absence period. '

HOMELESS STUDENTS

Notwithstanding the provisions of this policy, admissions for homeless students will not
be prohibited or delayed duc to the student’s inability to provide documentation of
immunizations or health assessments. The homeless liaison shall work with the student,
parent/guardian, school personnel or other agencies to obtain documentation of
immunization and/or the health assessment or to arrange for such immunizations and/or
assessments in a timely manner.

FOSTER CHILDREN

ﬂ

GASTON COUNTY SCHOOLS Page 3 of 4



IMMUNIZATION AND HEALTH
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL ADMISSION Policy Code: 4110

Notwithstanding the provisions of this policy, admissions for students in foster care will
not be prohibited or delayed due to the student’s inability to provide documentation of
immunizations or health assessments. The enrolling school will immediately contact the
school last attended by the foster child to obtain any relevant documentation.

E. CHILDREN OF MILITARY FAMILIES

The board acknowledges that immunization requirements for newly enrolling children of
military families are governed by the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for
Military Children (G.S. 115C-407.5) and G.S. 115C-407.12. Children of military families,
as defined in policy 4050, Children of Military Families, will have 30 days from the date
of enrollment to obtain any required immunization. For a series of immunizations, initial
vaccinations must be obtained within 30 days.

Legal References: Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 6311(g)(1)XE);
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.; G.S. 115C-390.2(1}), -407.5,
-407.12; 130A-152 to -157, -440 to -443; 10A N.C.A.C. 41A .0401

Other Resources: N.C. Immunization Branch, available at http://www.immunize.nc.gov/
Adopted: 07/16/2001

Revised: 07/21/2008, 07/13/2015, 02/15/2016, 05/15/2017, 07/20/2020, 08/15/2022, 11/21/2022,
12/18/2023

GASTON COUNTY SCHOOLS Page 4 of 4



CHILD ABUSE AND RELATED THREATS
TO CHILD SAFETY Policy Code: 4240

The board is concerned with the health, safety, and welfare of all children and recognizes the legal
and ethical obligations that school employees, contractors, and volunteers have to report known or
suspected maltreatment of children. North Carolina has two separate systems that mandate reports
to state authorities of suspected child abuse, neglect, dependency, or maltreatment and a third
system for mandated reporting of certain crimes against juveniles to local law enforcement.

When a parent or other caretaker is suspected to have caused a child to be abused, neglected, or
dependent, this information must be reported to the county child welfare agency. Suspected human
trafficking, involuntary servitude, and sexual servitude of a child and death of a child as a result
of maltreatment are special forms of child abuse under law and must be reported to the county
child welfare agency, regardless of the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator. By
contrast, suspected child maltreatment by a caregiver in a child care facility, including in a licensed
preschool classroom or other licensed classroom or program operated by the school system, must
be reported to the Department of Health and Human Services (DHIIS), Division of Child
Development and Early Education (DCDEE). When the source of the harm or threat of harm to
the child is uncertain, a report should be made to both the county child welfare agency and
DCDEE.

In addition, state law mandates reports to local law enforcement when a child is a victim of certain
violent offenses, sexual offenses, or misdemeanor child abuse. An adult who knows or reasonably
should have known of any of these offenses inflicted upon a child must report that information
immediately.

The board of education supports all employees who in good faith make a report under North
Carolina’s mandated reporting laws.

The superintendent shall develop any necessary procedures for making a report or otherwise
implementing this policy.

[

DUTY TO REPORT CERTAIN CRIMES AGAINST CHIILDREN TO LOCAL LAw
ENFORCEMENT

A school employee, contractor, or volunteer is legally required to report to local law
enforcement when the employee or volunteer knows or reasonably should know that a child
has been a victim of any of the following crimes:

1. a sexual offense (which for purposes of this policy, the board interprets to mean
any offense that relates to inappropriate sexual conduct with or involving a child);

2. an offense that inflicts serious bodily injury or serious physical injury upon the
child by nonaccidental means;
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3. an attempt, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit either offense described above, or
aiding and abetting either offense; or

4, misdemeanor child abuse, which occurs when a parent or any other person
providing care or supervision to a child who is under the age of sixteen (1) inflicts
or allows to be inflicted physical injury to the child by nonaccidental means or (2)
creates or allows a substantial risk of physical injury to the child by nonaccidental
means.

Compliance with this reporting requirement does not relieve the employee or volunteer
from his or her duty to report pursuant to Sections B and C of this policy. The employee,
contractor, or volunteer also shall immediately report the case to the principal.

A school employee, contractor, or volunteer is immune by statute from any state civil
and/or criminal liability when making a report in good faith under this Section. An
employee who fails to report or who prevents another person from making a report is
subject to disciplinary action by the school system and civil and criminal action under the
law. A volunteer or contractor who fails to report or prevents another person from making
a report may be restricted from school property or lose the privilege of volunteering for or
contracting with the school system and is subject to civil and criminal action under the law.

B. DUTY TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE, NEGLECT, DEPENDENCY, OR DEATH AS A RESULT OF
MALTREATMENT TO THE COUNTY CHILD WELFARE AGENCY

A school employee, contractor, or volunteer who knows or has cause to suspect that (1) a
parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker of a child has caused the child to be abused,
neglected, or dependent, or (2) that a child has died as a result of maltreatment or been a
victim of human trafficking, involuntary servitude, or sexual servitude by any person is
legally required to report the case to the director of social services. The employee,
contractor, or volunteer also shall immediately report the case to the principal. Any doubt
about reporting a suspected situation must be resolved in favor of reporting, and the report
must be made immediately.

A school employee, contractor, or volunteer is immune by statute from any civil and/or
criminal liability when making a report in good faith under this Section. An employee who
fails to report or who prevents another person from making a report is subject to
disciplinary action by the school system and civil and criminal action under the law. A
volunteer or contractor who fails to report or prevents another person from making a report
may be restricted from school property or lose the privilege of volunteering for or
contracting with the school system and is subject to civil and criminal action under the law.

C. DUTY TO REPORT CHILD MALTREATMENT IN A CHILD CARE FACILITY TO THE DIVISION
OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY EDUCATION

A school employee, contractor, or volunteer who has cause to suspect that a child in a child

w
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care facility has been maltreated by a caregiver or has died as a result of maltreatment
occurring in a child care facility is legally required to report the case to DCDEE.

A “child care facility” includes any DHHS-licensed classroom or program operated by the
school system, including for example, licensed pre-school or Title I classrooms, licensed
afterschool programs, and licensed developmental day programs.

Any doubt about reporting a suspected situation or uncertainty whether the child’s care is
being provided in a child care facility must be resolved in favor of reporting, and the report
should be made immediately.

An employee making a report to DCDEE also shall immediately report the case to the
principal. If the suspected maltreatment occurred in a licensed preschool classroom or
other licensed classroom or program operated by board, the principal shall immediately
notify the superintendent of the suspected maltreatment. No reprisals of any kind may be
taken against an employee who makes a good faith report of child maltreatment occurring
in any licensed preschool classroom or other licensed classroom or program operated by
the board.

An employee who fails to make a report as required by law and this policy may be subject
to disciplinary action by the school system. In addition, if the employee works in a licensed
preschool classroom or other licensed classroom or program operated by the board, failure
to report maltreatment of a child in the program or classroom may itself constitute child
maltreatment and result in the employee being placed on the state child maltreatment
registry. A volunteer or contractor who fails to report or prevents another person from
making a report may be restricted from school property or lose the privilege of volunteering
for or contracting with the school system.

D. DUTY TO REPORT LICENSED EMPLOYEES TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In addition to the other reporting requirements of this policy, any administrator who knows,
has reason to believe, or has actual notice of a complaint that a licensed employee has
engaged in misconduct resulting in dismissal, disciplinary action, or resignation shall report
that information to the State Board of Education in accordance with subsection C.4 of
policy 4375/7310, Staff-Student Relations. For purposes of this section, “misconduct” is
conduct that would justify automatic revocation of the employee’s license pursuant to G.S.
115C-270.35(b) or the infliction of physical injury against a child other than by accident
or in self-defense.

E. COOPERATION WITH STATE AND LOCAIL AGENCIES
1. The principal may establish a contact person in the school to act as a liaison with
state and local agencies charged with investigating reports made pursuant to this
policy.

o ——
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2. Employees shall cooperate fully with agency personnel conducting an
investigation.
3. In a case under the jurisdiction of local law enforcement in which the child’s parent,

guardian, or custodian is suspected of wrongdoing, employees shall permit the child
to be interviewed by local law enforcement on school campuses during school
hours. Otherwise, permission from the parent, guardian, or custodian must be
obtained before the child may be interviewed by local law enforcement on school
campus during school hours.

4. In a case under the jurisdiction of social services, employees shall permit the child
to be interviewed by social services on school campuses during school hours.

5. In a case under the jurisdiction of DCDEE concerning suspected child maltreatment
by a caregiver in a child care facility, permission from the parent must be obtained
before the ¢hild may be interviewed on school campus during school hours.

6. Employees shall provide confidential information to agency personnel, so long as
the disclosure does not violate state or federal law.

7. Any confidential information disclosed by the investigating agency to employees
must remain confidential and may be redisclosed only for purposes directly
connected with carrying out the responsibilities of the school system or the
employee.

F. SHARING INFORMATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES

Upon request and to the extent permitted by law, school system officials shall share with
other agencies designated in G.S. 7B-3100(a) information that is relevant to (1) any
assessment by the department of social services of a report of child abuse, neglect,
dependency, or death as a result of maltreatment; (2) the provision or arrangement of
protective services in a child abuse, neglect, or dependency case by the department of social
services; or (3) any case in which a petition is filed alleging that a juvenile is abused,
neglected, dependent, undisciplined, or delinquent. School system officials and the
designated agencies must continue to share such information until the protective services
case is closed by the department of social services or, if a petition is filed, until the juvenile
is no longer subject to the jurisdiction of juvenile court.

G. CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND SEX TRAFFICKING TRAINING PROGRAM

In even numbered years, the school system will provide a child sexual abuse and sex
trafficking education and awareness training program for teachers, instructional support
personnel, principals, and assistant principals. The program will include at least two hours
of training related to best practices from the field of prevention, the grooming process of
sexual predators, the warning signs of sexual abuse and sex trafficking, how to intervene

ﬂ
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when sexual abuse or sex trafficking is suspected or disclosed, legal responsibilities for
reporting sexual abuse or sex trafficking, and available resources for assistance.
Designated school personnel shall participate in such training as required by law and board
policy.

H. CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT INFORMATION AND RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS

In accordance with G.S. 115C-47(65) and State Board of Education Policy SHLT-003, the
school system will provide information on child abuse and neglect, including age-
appropriate information on sexual abuse, to students in grades 6 through 12. Such
information will be provided in the form of (1) a document given to all students in grades
6 through 12 at the beginning of each school year and (2) a display posted in visible, high-
traffic areas throughout each secondary school.

Legal References: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. 1232g; G.S. 7B-101, -
301, -302, -309, -3100; 8-53.4; 14-208.6,-318.2,-318.4, -318.6; 110-90.2, -105.3, -105.4, -105.5;
115C-47(65),-270.35(b), -326.20, -375.20, -400, -402; 126-5; 16 N.C.A.C. 6C .0373; 16 N.C.A.C.
6D .0403; State Board of Education Policy SHL.T-003

Adopted: 06/04/2007
Revised: 12/18/2017, 06/13/2019, 02/17/2020, 06/21/2021, 08/15/2022, 11/21/2022
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The board expects all employees to maintain the highest professional, moral, and ethical standards
in their interactions with students. Employees are required to provide an atmosphere conducive to
learning through consistently and fairly applied discipline and established and maintained
professional boundaries. Employees are expected to motivate each student to perform to his or
her capacity while modeling the behavior expected of students in staff-student relationships.

The interactions and relationships between staff and students must be based upon cooperation,
mutual respect, and an understanding of the appropriate boundaries between adults and students
inside and outside of the educational setting. Employees are expected to demonstrate good
judgment and to avoid the appearance of impropriety in their interactions with students.
Employees must consult their supervisor any time they suspect or are unsure whether conduct is
mappropriate or otherwise constitutes a violation of this or other board policy.

For the purposes of this policy, the terms “staff” and “employees” include independent contractors,
school safety officers, and volunteers, but do not include student employees or student volunteers.

A. ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUAL CONTACT PROHIBITED

All employees are prohibited from dating, courting, or entering into a romantic relationship
or having sexual contact with any student enrolled in the school system regardless. of the
student’s age. Employees engaging in such inappropriate conduct will be subject to
disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, and may be subject to criminal action as
provided in G.S. 14-202.4 and 14-27.32. Further, school system personnel shall provide
no assistance to an employee in finding another job, beyond the routine transmittal of
personnel or administrative files, if the employee engaged in sexual misconduct with a
minor or a student in violation of the law.

B. RESTRICTIONS ON ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

1. In accordance with policy 7335, Employee Use of Social Media, employees are
prohibited from communicating with current students through non-school-
controlled social media without parental permission except to the extent that the
employee and student have an appropriate relationship which originated outside of
the school setting. Any communication through social media authorized under
policy 7335 must meet the professional standards established in this policy and
must otherwise be consistent with law and all other board policy.

2. Instant messages will be treated as a form of communication through social media
subject to the terms of policy 7335 and subsection B.1 above, regardless of whether
the messaging service is actually provided through a social media service or
otherwise.

3. Employees are prohibited from engaging in other forms of one-to-one electronic
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communications (e.g., voice, voice mail, email, texting, and photo or video
transmission) with students without written prior approval of the employee’s
supervisor and the student’s parent. This rule shall not apply, however, if one or
more of the following circumstances exist:

a. the communication (1) is for an educational purpose, (2) is conducted
through a school system-provided platform which archives all such
communications for a period of at least three years (this requirement does
not apply to telephone or voice mail communications), or is conducted via
an electronic video-conferencing platform (e.g., Zoom, Webex, Google
Meet) that has been approved by the superintendent or designee for
instructional use, and (3) occurs after the employee has given prior notice
to his or her supervisor or designee that such communications will occur
and when they will occur;

b. the communication serves an educational purpose and is simultaneously
copied or transmitted to the employee’s supervisor or designee and, upon
request, to the parent or guardian;

c. the communication is necessary in a bona fide emergency, provided the
communication is disclosed to the supervisor and parent or guardian as soon
as reasonably possible; or

d. the communication derives from a relationship or association outside of the
school setting and occurs with the consent of the parent or guardian,
provided such communication does not otherwise violate this or other board
policy.

Any one-to-one electronic communication permitted by this subsection must meet
the professional standards established in this policy and must otherwise be
consistent with law and all other board policies.

4. It is the duty of every employee to notify his or her supervisor of any unsolicited
one-to-one communication, in any form, electronic or otherwise, received from a
student when the communication lacks a clear educational purpose. School
counselors are excluded from this requirement only to the extent that it conflicts
with their professional duties.

5. Violations of this section will be considered unprofessional behavior subject to
discipline, up to and including dismissal. Factors that may be relevant to the
determination of an appropriatc disciplinary response to unauthorized
communications with students include, but are not limited to:

a. the content, frequency, subject, and timing of the communication(s);

b. whether the communication(s) was appropriate to the student’s age and

- - — e ——_
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maturity level,;

c. whether the communication(s) could reasonably be viewed as a solicitation
of sexual contact or the courting of a romantic relationship, including sexual
grooming;

d. whether there was an attempt to conceal the communication(s) from the

employee’s supervisor and/or the student’s parent or guardian;

e. whether the communication(s) created a disruption of the educational
environment; and

f. whether the communication(s) harmed the student in any manner.

C. REPORTING INAPPROPRIATE CONDUCT

1.

Reporting by Employees

Any employee who has reason to believe any of the following shall immediately
report that information to the superintendent or designee:

a. that another employee is involved in a romantic or other inappropriate
relationship or has had sexual contact with a student;

b. that another employee has engaged in other behavior prohibited by this
policy; or

c. that the employee has witnessed behavior by another employee that has the
appearance of impropriety, whether or not the behavior may have a valid
purpose.

An employee who fails to inform the superintendent or designee as provided in this
section may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal.

Reporting by Students

Any student who believes that he or she or another student has been subject to
misconduct that violates this policy should immediately report the situation to the
principal, school counselor, or the Title IX coordinator designated in policy
1720/4031/7235, Title IX Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex.

Report of Criminal Misconduct
Any principal who has reason to believe that a student has been the victim of

criminal conduct shall immediately report the incident in accordance with policy
4335, Criminal Behavior,
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4. Report to State Board of Education

Any administrator, including the superintendent, a deputy/associate/assistant
superintendent, a personnel administrator, or a principal, who knows, has reason to
believe, or has actual notice of a complaint that a licensed employee has engaged
in misconduct resulting in dismissal, disciplinary action, or resignation shall report
the misconduct to the State Board of Education within five days of dismissal,
determination of disciplinary action, or acceptance of resignation. If the employee
resigns within 30 days of a complaint for misconduct or during an ongoing
investigation of a complaint, the misconduct is presumed to have resulted in the
resignation, For purposes of this subsection, “misconduct” is conduct that would
justify automatic revocation of the employee’s license pursuant to G.S. 115C-
270.35(b) or the infliction of physical injury against a child other than by accident
or in self-defense. Failure to report misconduct is a felony and may result in the
suspension or revocation of an administrator’s license by the State Board of
Education.

This reporting requirement applies in addition to any duty to report suspected child
abuse in accordance with state law and policy 4240, Child Abuse and Related
Threats to Child Safety, as applicable.

Legal References: Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 7926; Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq., 34 C.F.R. pt. 106; G.S. 14-27.32, -202.4;
115C-47(18), -270.35(b), -326.20; 16 N.C.A.C. 6C .0372, .0373, .0601, .0602; State Board of
Education Policy EVAL-014

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 05/18/2015, 05/15/2017,07/20/2020, 08/17/2020, 06/21/2021, 12/18/2023
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The superintendent shall ensure that all notification and other requirements of state law and the
Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment are met, including all legal requirements regarding the

surveying of students.

A. SURVEYS INVOLVING PROTECTED TOPICS

L. Definition of Protected Topic Survey

For purposes of this policy, the following are considered a “protected topic™:

a.

b.

political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent;
mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family;
sex behavior or attitudes;

illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close
family relationships;

legally recognized privileged or analogous rclationships, such as those of
lawyers, physicians, and ministers;

religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or the student’s
parent; or

income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for
participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such
program).

For purposes of this policy, a “protected topic survey” is any survey, analysis, or
cvaluation that reveals information concerning any of the protected topics.

2. Rules Regarding Protected Topic Surveys

a.

Protection of Student Privacy

The school system will take measures to protect the identification and
privacy of students participating in any protected topic survey. These
measures may include limiting access to completed surveys and to survey
results, as allowed by law.
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b. Parental Notification and Consent

The school system will notify parents at the beginning of each school year
of the specific or approximate dates of administration of protected topic
surveys. At least 10 days prior to the administration of a protected topic
survey, parents and eligible students (students who are 18 years of age or
older or who are emancipated minors) will be provided the opportunity to
review both electronically and in person the process for providing consent
to participate in the protected topic survey and the full text of the protected
topic survey.

Parents will be provided notice of the opportunity to opt out of any protected
topic survey given as part of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System or National Youth
Tobacco Survey. Before a student will be permitted to participate in any
other protected topic survey, the parent or eligible student must provide
prior written consent. ‘

WELL-BEING QUESTIONNAIRES AND HIEALTH SCREENING FORMS

Before any student well-being questionnaire or health screening form is administered to
students in kindergarten through third grade, the principal or designee shall provide parents
with a copy of the questionnaire or form and shall inform parents of the means for parents
to consent to the use of the questionnaire or form for their children. See also policy 4020,
Parental Involvement.

If a well-being questionnaire or health screening form falls under the definition of a
protected topic survey, all rules for protected topic surveys, as described above in
subsection A.2, also apply.

OTHER SURVEYS CREATED BY A THIRD PARTY

Parents and eligible students have the right, upon request, to inspect any other survey
created by a third party before the survey is administered or distributed to a student.

COLLECTION OF STUDENT DATA FOR MARKETING PURPOSES

The school system generally will not collect, disclose, or use personal student information
for the purpose of marketing or selling the information or otherwise providing the
information to others for that purpose. However, in the event the board approves a
collection, disclosure, or use of personal student information for one of those purposes, the
school system will (1) notify parents at the beginning of each school year of the specific or
approximate dates of such collection, disclosure, or use, (2) allow parents to inspect any
instrument used to collect the information before the instrument is administered or
distributed to a student, and (3) offer the parent the opportunity to opt out of the collection,
disclosure, or use of the student’s personal information.
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The preceding rules for the collection, disclosure, and use of personal student information
do not apply if the school system collects, discloses, or uses personal information from
students for the exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating, or providing educational
products or services for or to students or educational institutions, such as the following:

1. college or other postsecondary education recruitment or military recruitment;

2. book clubs, magazines, and programs providing access to low-cost literary
products;

3. curriculum and instructional material used by elementary schools and secondary
schools;

4. tests and assessments used by elementary schools and secondary schools to provide

cognitive, evaluative, diagnostic, clinical, aptitude, or achievement information
about students (or to generate other statistically useful data for the purpose of
securing such tests and assessments) and the subsequent analysis and public release
of the aggregate data from such tests and assessments;

5. the sale by students of products or services to raise funds for school-related or
education-related activities; and

6. student recognition programs.
E. OTHER RELEVANT POLICIES

In addition to this policy, the board, with parental and community input, has developed
other policies concerning surveys and related matters as required by the Protection of Pupil
Rights Amendment. These policies include: 4020, Parental Involvement; 3210, Parental
Inspection of and Objection to Instructional Materials; 3470, Student Records; and 5240,
Advertising in the Schools.

Legal References: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. 1232g, 34 C.F.R. pt.
99; Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232h; G.S. 115C-36, -76.25(a)(11), -
76.45(2)(3), -76.65, -402.15

Adopted: 10/16/2023
Revised: 12/18/2023
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OPERATION OF SCHOOL NUTRITION SERVICES  Policy Code: 6220

All schools will participate in federal National Child Nutrition Programs and will receive
commodities donated by the United States Department of Agriculture. All federal and state
revenues will be accepted and applied to maximize the use of such funds for the purposes of
providing nutritional meals to students at the lowest possible price. The superintendent or designee
shall develop procedures as necessary to implement the operational standards established in this
policy.

A. OPERATIONAL STANDARDS

The school nutrition services program will be operated in a manner consistent with board
goals and board policy. The program also will be operated in compliance with all
applicable state and federal law, including requirements of the National School Lunch
Program and all federal guidelines established by the Child Nutrition Division of the United
States Department of Agriculture. Specific legal requirements that must be met include,
but are not limited to, the following,

1. School officials may not discriminate based on race, sex (including pregnancy,
childbirth, sexual orientation, and gender identity), color, national origin, disability,
age, or eligibility status for free and reduced price meals. School officials are also
prohibited from retaliating against an individual for prior civil rights activity.

2. The school nutrition services program will meet safety and sanitation requirements
established in local, state, and federal rules and guidelines for school nutrition
services programs,

3. The school nutrition services program will have a written food safety program that
includes a hazard analysis critical control point plan for each school.

4. Menu preparation, purchasing, and related record keeping will be consistent with
applicable state and federal rules and guidelines.

5. Banking, financial record keeping, budgeting, and accounting will be conducted in
accordance with generally accepted practices and procedures, as dictated by the
School Budget and Fiscal Control Act and in accordance with state and federal
guidelines.

6. Commodity foods donated by the United States Department of Agriculture will be
used and accounted for in accordance with federal regulations.

7. Preference will be given in purchasing contracts to high-calcium foods and
8. beverages, as defined in G.S. 115C-264.1 and to foods grown or raised within North
Carolina
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9. Child Nutrition Program {CNP) funds will be used only for the purposes authorized
by law. Indirect costs, as defined by law, will not be assessed to the CNP unless
the program has an operating balance of at least two months.

10. The price for meals will be determined in accordance with federal law.

11.  Nonprogram foods will be priced to generate sufficient revenues to cover the cost
of those items. A nonprogram food is defined as a food or beverage, other than a
reimbursable meal or snack, that is sold at the school and is purchased using funds
from the child nutrition account.

12. All school nutrition services will be operated on a non-profit basis for the benefit
of the CNP. School nutrition services are those that are operated from 12:01 a.m.
until the end of the last lunch period.

13.  All ncome from the sale of food and beverages that is required by law or regulation
to be retained by the CNP will be deposited to the CNP account and will be used
only for the purposes of the school’s non-profit lunch and breakfast programs. All
funds from food and beverage sales not otherwise required by law to be deposited
to the CNP account will be deposited into the proper school account in accordance
with guidelines developed by the superintendent or designee.

14. Al competitive foods sold on school campuses will meet federal and state standards
for nutrient content.

15.  All employees whose job duties include procurement activities involving Child
Nutrition Program funds shall adhere to the conflict of interest rules and standards
for ethical conduct established by the board in policies 8610, Ethics and the
Purchasing Function, and 8685 Federal Grant Administration. Failure to comply
with these requirements will result in disciplinary action.

B. MEeAaL CHARGES

Students who are required to pay for meals are expected to provide payment in a timely
manner. The board recognizes, however, that students occasionally may forget or lose their
meal money. In the event that a middle or elementary school student is unable to pay for
a meal on a particular day, the student may charge a reimbursable meal. A middle school
student carrying a negative balance of the equivalent of two (2) paid lunches in a meal
account will not be permitted to accrue additional charges until the negative balance drops
below the equivalent of two (2) paid lunches. An elementary student carrying a negative
balance of the equivalent of five (5) paid lunches in a meal account will not be permitted
to accrue additional charges until the negative balance drops below the equivalent of five
(5) paid lunches. There is no charging allowed in high school. Instead the student who
has exceeded the respective grade level charge limits will be served a designated alternate
meal provided at no cost to the student. Appropriate modifications to the alternative meal
will be made when required by the student’s documented special dietary needs. To
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safeguard the dignity and confidentiality of students in the serving line, reasonable efforts
must be used whenever possible to avoid calling attention to a student’s inability to pay.

The child nutrition director and principal shall work jointly to prevent meal charges from
accumulating and shall make every effort to collect all funds due to the child nutrition
program on a regular basis and before the end of the school term. Notices of low or
negative balances in a child’s meal account will be sent to parents and the principal at
regular intervals during the school year. If a parent regularly fails to provide meal money
and does not qualify for free meal benefits, the child nutrition director shall inform the
principal, who shall determine the next course of action, which may include notifying the
department of social services of suspected child neglect and/or taking legal steps to recover
the unpaid meal charges. The principal shall not impose any administrative penalties on a
student for unpaid meal charges. Administrative penaltics include withholding a student’s
records, prohibiting a student from participating in graduation, and denying a student a
diploma.

Parents are expected to pay all meal charges in full by the last day of each school year.
Negative balances on student accounts will be carried forward to the following school year.
However, the superintendent shall ensure that federal child nutrition funds are not used to
offset the cost of unpaid meals and that the CNP is reimbursed for bad debt resulting from
uncollected student meal charges prior to September 30 cach year.

This policy and any applicable procedures regarding meal charges must be communicated
to school administrators, school food service professional, parents, and students. Parents
will receive a written copy of the meal charges policy and any applicable procedures at the
start of each school year and at any time their child transfers into a new school during the
school year.

Legal References: Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42 U.S.C. 1771 ef seq.; National School Lunch
Act, 42 US.C. 1751 et seq., 2 C.F.R. pt. 200; 7 C.F.R. pt. 210; 7 C.F.R. pt. 215; 7 C.F.R. pt. 220;
United States Department of Agriculture Policy Memos SP 46-2016, 47-2016, and 23-2017,
available at
https://www.fns.usda.gov/resources?{%SB0%5 D=program%3 A39&%5B1%5D=resource_type
%3A160&keywords=&page=1; G.S. 115C-47(7), -47(22), -263, -264, -264.1, -426, -450, -522;
147 art. 6E, art. 6G; 16 N.C.A.C. 6H .0104

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 12/16/2013, 05/15/2015, 05/15/2017, 07/09/2018, 0/15/2022, 11/12/2022, 12/18/2023
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES

It is the policy of the board to provide all applicants for employment with equal
employment opportunities and to provide current employees with training, compensation,
promotion, and other benefits of employment without regard to race, color, religion,
national origin, military affiliation, genetic information, sex (including pregnancy,
childbirth, sexual orientation, and gender identity), age (40 or older), or disability, except
when sex, age, or physical requirements are essential occupational qualifications. All
candidates will be evaluated on their merits and qualifications for positions. All
employment decisions will be consistent with the board’s objective of providing students
with the opportunity to receive a sound basic education, as required by state law.

The board also is committed to diversity througﬁout the programs and practices of the
school system. To further this goal, the recruitment and employment program should be
designed to encourage a diverse pool of qualified applicants.

RECRUITMENT

Recruitment for a specific vacancy will be undertaken only after the need and qualifications
for the position are established and proper authorization is obtained.

All vacancies must be adequately publicized within the school system so that employees
will be informed of opportunitics for promotion or transfer to new jobs; however, the
superintendent or designee may forgo publicizing a vacancy if the position will be filled
through a lateral assignment, reassignment, or promotion of a current employee or if
exigent circumstances necessitate that the position be filled immediately. Vacancies also

may be publicized externally to attract qualified applicants.
CRIMINAL HISTORY

Except as otherwise provided in Section D of this policy, applicants must notify the
assistant superintendent of human resources immediately if they are arrested, charged with,
or convicted of a criminal offense (including entering a plea of guilty or nole contendere)
other than a minor traffic violation (i.e., speeding, parking, or a lesser violation). Notice
must be in writing, must include all pertinent facts, and must be delivered to the assistant
superintendent of human resources no later than the next scheduled business day following
the arrest, charge, or conviction, unless the applicant is hospitalized or incarcerated, in
which case the applicant must report the alleged violation within 24 hours after his or her
release. Upon judicial action in the matter, the applicant must report the disposition and
pertinent facts in writing to the assistant superintendent of human resources no later than
the next business day following adjudication.

m
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A criminal history check and a check of sex offender registries must be conducted on all
final candidates for employment with the school system. Criminal history checks must be
conducted in accordance with state law and any procedures established by the
superintendent. School officials shall not require candidates to disclose expunged arrests,
charges, or convictions and shall not ask candidates to voluntarily disclose such
information without first advising that disclosure is not required. The superintendent or
designee shall report to the State Board of Education any licensed individual who is found
to have a criminal history, as required by State Board policy. Special requirements are
described in Section D of this policy for criminal history checks of candidates for certain
positions working with pre-school children or working in afterschool or developmental day
programs.

A final candidate for employment or for hiring as an independent contractor will be
excluded from hiring on the basis of criminal conduct only when doing so is job-related
and consistent with business necessity. If a final candidate is found to have been convicted
(including entering a plea of guilty or nolo contendere) of a criminal offense, other than a
minor traffic violation, the superintendent shall determine whether the individual is
qualified for employment despite the criminal history by considering, among other things,
whether the individual poses a threat to the safety of students or personnel or has
demonstrated that he or she does not have the integrity or honesty to fulfill the duties of
the position. The following factors will be considered in making this determination: (1)
the nature and gravity of the offense or conduct; (2) the time that has passed since the
offense or conduct and/or completion of the sentence; and (3) the nature of the job sought.
Before the superintendent may exclude a final candidate based on his or her past criminal
convictions, the superintendent must give the candidate the opportunity to demonstrate that
the exclusion does not properly apply to him or her. The requirements of this paragraph
do not apply to a child care provider who is determined to be disqualified by the Division
of Child Development and Early Education on the basis of a criminal history check
conducted pursuant to G.S. 110-90.2, 42 U.S.C. 9858f, and 45 C.F.R. 98.43. (See Section
D of this policy).

The board has determined that every position with the school system, regardless of whether
the position is located in a school or elsewhere, potentially entails contact with students,
either on a regular, occasional, or emergency basis. For that reason, no individual who is
a registered sex offender subject to the provisions of policy 5021, Registered Sex
Offenders, will be hired for any position with the school system.

In addition, each contract executed by the board with an independent contractor or for
services of independent contractors must require the contractor to check sex offender
registries as specified in policy 5021, Registered Sex Offenders.

D. CrIMINAL HISTORY CHECKS OF CHILD CARE PROVIDERS

For purposes of this section, a “child care provider” is:

#
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1. any person who works or is a final candidate seeking to work in a classroom or
program licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
Child Development and Early Education (DCDEE); and

2. any person, including a volunteer, who has unsupervised contact with children
enrolled in such classrooms or programs.

Before beginning initial employment or volunteer service and at least every five years
thereafter, each child care provider must complete a criminal background check that meets
the requirements of G.S. 110-90.2, 42 U.S.C. 9858f, and 45 C.F.R. 98.43 and present a
letter issued by DCDEE indicating that the individual is qualified to have responsibility for
the safety and well-being of children based on the individual’s criminal history.

No person shall (1) be employed, continue to be employed, or be permitted to volunteer as
a child care provider, or to otherwise have unsupervised contact with students enrolled in
a licensed classroom or program operated by the school system or (2) be counted in the
staff/child ratio of such classroom or program, unless the person holds a current valid
qualification letter issued by DCDEE. However, a child care provider with provisional
status may be employed pending final results of the criminal background check but shall
be subject to the restrictions established by 10A N.C.A.C. 09 .2703({).

The application fee and cost of fingerprinting associated with the DCDEE criminal history
check process shall be borme by the board.

A child care provider who has incurred any pending charges, indictments, or convictions
(other than minor traffic offenses) since the last qualification letter was issued by DCDEE
shall notify the assistant superintendent of human resources in writing of such charges
within five business days or before returning to work, whichever comes first. The assistant
superintendent of human resources shall notify DCDEE within one business day of being
notified.

The superintendent or designee shall include the criminal history mandatory reporting
requirement in all new employee orientation information for child care providers. The
superintendent shall also be responsible for establishing effective recordkeeping methods
and other processes as necessary to ensure compliance with all legal requirements
pertaining to criminal history record checks of child care providers.

SELECTION

1. Qualifications
Candidates for employment must be selected based upon their likely ability to fulfill
duties identified in the job description as well as performance standards established

by the board. In making the determination, the following information must be
considered:
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c.

f.

application;

education and training;

licensure and certification (when applicable),
relevant experience;

personal interviews; and

references and/or background checks.

When several applicants for the same position are equally qualified and suitable for
the position, employees within the school system will be given priority.

2. Nepotism

a.

For purposes of this subsection, the following definitions apply.

L. “Immediate family” means spouse, parent, child, brother, sister,
grandparent, or grandchild. The term includes the step, half, and in-
law relationships.

ii. “Central office staff administrator” includes directors, supervisors,
specialists, staff officers, assistant superintendents, area
superintendents, superintendents, and principals.

Before any immediate family of any board of education member or central
office staff administrator is employed by the board or engaged in any
capacity as an employee, independent contractor, or otherwise, (1) the board
member or central office staff administrator must disclose the familial
relationship to the board and (2) the prospective employment or engagement
must be approved by the board in a duly called open session meeting.

i. An employee who knowingly fails to disclose a familial relationship
to the board as required will be subject to disciplinary action up to
and including dismissal. :

il. Notification by the employee to the assistant superintendent of
human resources will be deemed disclosure to the board. The
assistant superintendent of human resources is responsible for
conveying the disclosure to the board before the board takes action
on the prospective employment or engagement.

P —-- . 0 . |
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ii. In addition to applying to employees, this policy applies to volunteer
athletic coaches.

c. When making recommendations for the selection and assignment of
personnel, the superintendent shall attempt to avoid situations in which one
employee occupies a position in which he or she has influence over the
employment status, including hiring, salary, and promotion, of another
employee who is a member of the first employee’s immediate family.

d. No administrative or supervisory personnel may directly supervise a
member of his or her immediate family.

3. Employment Procedures

All applicants selected for employment must be recommended by the
superintendent and approved by the board. In situations in which the employee
must be hired between board meetings, the superintendent is authorized to approve
hiring such personnel, contingent upon approval by the board at its next scheduled
board meeting.

State guidelines must be followed in selection and employment procedures. The
superintendent shall develop any other procedures necessary to implement this
policy.

The superintendent shall develop procedures for verifying new employees” legal
status or authorization to work in the United States as required by law.

Legal References: Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, 29 U.S.C. 621 et seq.,
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.; Equal Educational
Opportunities Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. 1703; Equal Pay Act of 1963, 29 U.S.C. 206; Fair Credit
Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. 1681 ef seq.; Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, 42
U.S.C. 2000fF et seq.; Military Selective Service Act, 50 U.S.C. Appx. 453; Rehabilitation Act of
1973, 29 U.S.C. 794; Title VII of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000e ef seq.; Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.; Uniformed Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994, 38 U.S.C. 4301 et seq.; 8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.; 42 U.S.C.
98581 45 C.F.R. 98.43; Bostock v. Clayton County, 590 US. __, 140 S. Ct. 1731 (2020); Green
v. Missouri Pacific Railroad, 523 ¥.2d 1290 (8™ Cir. 1975); Enforcement Guidance on the
Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Ti itle VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (April 25, 2012),
available at http://www eeoc.gov/laws/guidance/arrest_conviction.cfim; G.S. 14-208.18; 15A-153;
110-90.2; 115C-12.2, -36, -47, -276(j), -332; 126-7.1(i), -16; 127A-202.1 et seq.; 127B-10, -12, -
14; 143B-421.1, -1209.11; Leandro v. State, 346 N.C. 336 (1997); 10AN.C.A.C. 09.0102, 2701,
2702, .2703; 16 N.C.A.C. 6C .0313; State Board of Education Policy BENF-009

ﬁ
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The board intends to comply fully with all licensure requirements of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, state law, and State Board of Education policies.

A. LICENSURE AND OTHER QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

1.

Except as otherwise permitted by the State Board of Education or state law, a person
employed in a professional educator position must hold at all times a valid North
Carolina professional educator’s license appropriate to his or her position.

To the extent possible, all professional teaching assignments will be in the area of
the professional employee’s license except as may be otherwise allowed by state
and federal law and State Board policy. '

The board may employ candidates entering the teaching profession from other
fields who hold a residency license or an emergency license.

In extenuating circumstances when no other appropriately licensed professionals or
persons who are eligible for a residency license are available to fill a position, the
board may employ an individual who holds a permit to teach issued by the State
Board of Education.

B. EXCEPTIONS TO LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS

1.

Adjunct C’i“E Instructors

An unlicensed individual who meets the adjunct hiring criteria established by the
State Board of Education for a specific career and technical education (CTE) career
cluster may be employed as an adjunct CTE instructor for up to 20 hours per week
or up to five full consecutive months of employment, provided the individual first
completes preservice training and meets all other statutory requirements for serving
as an adjunct instructor established by G.S. 115C-157.1.

Adjunct Instructors in Core Academic Subjects, Fine and Performing Arts, and
Foreign Languages

In accordance with G.S. 115C-298.5, an unlicensed faculty member of a higher
education institution who meets the adjunct hiring criteria established by the State
Board of Education may be employed as a temporary adjunct instructor for specific
core academic subjects, fine and performing arts, and foreign language courses in
grades kindergarten through twelve provided the individual first completes
preservice training and meets all other statutory and State Board of Education
requirements.
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In addition, an individual with a related bachelor’s or graduate degree may be
employed as a temporary adjunct instructor to teach high-school level courses in
core academic subjects, fine and performing arts, and foreign language in the
individual’s area of specialized knowledge or work experience provided the
individual first completes preservice training required under G.S. 115C-298.5(al).

Interim Principals

A retired former principal or assistant principal may be employed as an interim
principal for the remainder of any school year, regardless of licensure status.

Cherokee Language and Culture Instructors

An individual approved to teach in accordance with an MOU entered into pursuant
to G.S. 115C-270.21 will be authorized to teach Cherokee language and culture
classes without a license.

Driver Education Instructors

An individual not licensed in driver education is authorized to work as a driver
education instructor if the individual holds Certified Driver Training Instructor
status according to minimum standards established by State Board of Education
Policy DRIV-003.

Service Members and their Spouses Relocating to North Carolina

A service member or the spouse of a service member who is under military orders
to relocate to North Carolina, is in possession of a current educator’s license from
another jurisdiction, and meets any other conditions established by 50 U.S.C. 4025a
or State Board of Education Policy LICN-001 will be considered to hold a valid
North Carolina educator’s license until the military orders expire or June 30th of
the year in which the military orders expire, whichever is later.

BEGINNING TEACHER SUPPORT PROGRAM

The superintendent or designee shall develop a plan and a comprehensive program for
beginning teacher support. The plan must be approved by the board and the Department
of Public Instruction and kept on file for review. The plan must be aligned to the State
Board of Education’s beginning teacher support program standards and, when monitored,
must demonstrate proficiency. The school system will also participate in implementing a
regionally-based annual peer review and support system.

Teachers with fewer than three years of teaching experience will be required to participate
in the Beginning Teacher Support Program.
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D. LICENSE CONVERSION

Teachers must meet all requirements of the State Board of Education in order to move from
an initial professional license or residency license to a continuing professional license or
to move from a continuing professional license to a lifetime license.

E. LICENSE RENEWAL

Licensure renewal is the responsibility of the individual, not of the school system. Any
employee who allows a license to expire must have it reinstated prior to the beginning of
the next school year. A teacher whose license has expired is subject to dismissal.

The school system may offer courses, workshops, and independent study activities to help
school personnel meet license renewal requirements. Any rencwal activity offered must
be consistent with State Board of Education policy. In addition, the superintendent or
designee shall develop a procedure to determine the appropriateness of any credit offered
in advance of renewal activities.

Decisions regarding the employment of teachers who fail to meet the required proficiency
standard for renewal of a continuing professional license will be made in accordance with
G.8. 115C-270.30(b)(4) and applicable State Board of Education requirements. The
superintendent or designee shall determine the professional development required of a
teacher whose continuing professional license has reverted to an initial professional license
and/or has expired due to performance issues. The superintendent or designee may
authorize or direct principals to prescribe professional development to such employees in
accordance with the employee’s demonstrated deficiencies.

Although lifetime license holders do not have to complete continuing education credits to
maintain licensure, the superintendent may require them to participate in professional
development opportunities as a condition of employment. (See policy 7701, Professional
and Staff Development.)

F. PARENTAL NOTIFICATION

At the beginning of each school year, school system officials shall notify the parents or
guardians of each student attending a Title I school or participating in a Title I program of
their right to request the following information about qualifications of their child’s teacher:
whether the teacher has met NC qualification and licensing criteria for the grade level(s)
and subject area(s) in which the teacher provides instruction; whether the teacher is
teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which North Carolina
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; whether the teacher is teaching in the
field of discipline of his or her certification; and whether the child is provided services by
a paraprofessional, and if so, the paraprofessional’s qualifications.

The school system will give notice within 10 school days to the parents of children who
have been assigned or, after four consecutive weeks, have been taught by a teacher who
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does not meet applicable State certification or licensure requirements at the grade level and
subject area in which the teacher has been assigned.

G. EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF TEACHERS

The superintendent shall assess whether low-income, minority, learning disabled, and/or
English learners are being taught by inexperienced, ineffective, or out-of-field teachers at
higher rates than students who do not fall into these categories and shall develop a plan to
address any such disparities. If DPI does not require such a plan of the LEA, the
superintendent is not required to develop a plan under this subsection unless he or she
determines that one is needed to address inequities within the school system.

Legal References: Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 6301 ef seq.; 50 U.S.C.
4025a; 34 C.F.R. 200.55-57, 200.61; G.S. 115C art. 17E; 115C-157.1, -270.15, -270.20, -270.21,
-284, -295, -298.5, -325(e)(1)(m) (applicable to career status teachers), -325.4(a)(12) (applicable
to non-career status teachers), -333, -333.1; State Board of Education Policies CTED-004, DRIV-
003, DRIV-004, EVAL-004, EVAL-023, EVAL-034, LICN-001, LICN-005, LICN-021, LICN-
022, TCED-016; Beginning Teacher Support Program Handbook (NCDPI) available at
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/neref/bt-support-program-resources

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 05/15/2017, 10/20/2017, 07/17/2018, 06/13/2019, 07/20/2020, 06/20/2022, 11/21/2022
12/18/2023
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The board of education believes that it is important for employees to have leave available to attend
to personal, civic, and professional matters as well as to meet family commiiments. This need for
leave is to be balanced with the need to provide an effective instructional program for students.
No employee may be discharged, demoted, or otherwise subjected to adverse employment action
for taking leave in accordance with board policies and administrative procedures.

All requests for leave, with or without pay, must be addressed in accordance with state and federal
law, as well as policies promulgated by the State Board of Education, including those specified in
the most current edition of the North Carolina Public Schools Benefits and Employment Policy
Manual, available at https:/www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/districts-schools-support/district-
human-capital/employee-policy.

In addition to applicable laws and regulations, this board policy applies to leave requests. The
information in this policy is intended to supplement, not replace, the requirements of law and the
State Board of Education. In the event that changes to State or federal law or regulation conflict
with current State Board or local board policies, the board intends that its leave practices be
modified to the extent necessary to comply with current law until such time as conforming changes
to State Board and/or local board policy are made.

The superintendent shall develop any necessary administrative procedures and make them
available to employees upon request.

A, MINIMUM LEAVE TIME

An employee may take any type of leave in increments of hours unless otherwise specified
in this policy.

B. CONTINUOUS LEAVE OF MORE THAN 10 DAYS

An employee must comply with the notice and verification requirements provided in policy
7520, Family and Medical Leave, for any continuous leave of more than 10 days if: (1)
the leave also is eligible for leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA),
defined in policy 7520, and (2) the leave is designated as FMLA-cligible at the time it is
taken or as soon as is feasible thereafter. See policy 7520, Family and Medical Leave.

C. SICK LEAVE

The superintendent or designee may require a statement from a medical doctor or other
acceptable proof that the employee was unable to work due to illness or injury. Employees
who anticipate using sick leave should inform their immediate supervisor in advance so
that arrangements may be made to reassign the employee’s duties during the period of
absence.

#
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PAID PARENTAL LEAVE

An employee shall provide his or her supervisor and the assistant superintendent of human
resources with 10 weeks® advance written notice of the intent to take paid parental leave
when it is reasonably possible to do so. If 10 weeks’ advanced written notice is not
reasonably possible, the employee must provide as much notice as is reasonable under the
circumstances.

PERSONAL LEAVE

Personal leave must be used in half or whole day units. Personal leave may be used only
upon the authorization of the teacher’s immediate supervisor and in accordance with legal
requirements and procedures established by the superintendent.

VACATION LEAVE

Vacation may be taken only upon the authorization of the employee’s immediate
supervisor and in accordance with legal requirements and procedures established by the
superintendent.

To promote the efficient operation of the schools, the superintendent may designate certain
periods during the nonacademic year as preferred vacation periods for 12-month
employees.

COMPENSATORY LEAVE

Because professional employees are expected to fulfill all job duties, compensatory leave
should apply only in extraordinary circumstances.

Employees who are not exempt from the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act may
accrue compensatory time (comp time) as described in policy 7500, Workday and
Overtime. Supervisors shall arrange for employees to take comp time within one pay
period following the time it is earned, if possible; however, the superintendent or designee
may exempt certain employees or categories of employees from this requirement when
deemed necessary for the proper administration of the school system.

An employee must obtain approval from his or her immediate supervisor before taking
compensatory leave.

LEAVE TO TEACH AT A CHARTER, REGIONAL, OR LAB SCHOOL

Leave of absence to teach for one year at a charter, regional, or lab school will be granted
to a teacher upon timely written request to the board. The request must be provided at least
45 days before the teacher would otherwise have to report for duty if it is the initial year of
the charier/regional/lab school’s operation and at least 90 days if it is after the
charter/regional/lab school’s initial year of operation. The teacher may return to work in

ﬁ
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the school system in accordance with the provisions of applicable state law.
1. DISCRETIONARY LEAVE OF ABSENCE WITHOUT PAY

An employee, who wishes to take leave that is not eligible for any other specific type of
leave, may be granted a leave of absence without pay for a period of up to one calendar
year at the discretion of the superintendent with approval from the board.

The employee is expected first to consult with his or her immediate supervisor and then to
provide advance written notice (60 days if possible) stating the beginning and ending dates
of the desired leave of absence. The superintendent may request documentation from the
employee in support of his or her request. In determining the length of the leave of absence
without pay that will be approved, due and proper consideration must be given to the
welfare of the students as well as the employee. The superintendent may require the
employee to give notice of his or her intent to return to work at reasonable time intervals
during the leave.

Once a leave of absence without pay has been requested by an employee and approved by
the board, the dates are binding unless both parties agree to a change.

J. OTHER LEAVE

Other types of leave, such as leave for observance of a bona fide religious holiday,
professional leave, community responsibility leave, leave for jury duty or court attendance,
elected officials leave, parental involvement in schools leave, parental leave without pay,
and military leave (see policy 7531, Military Leave), will be granted in accordance with
the requirements of law and State Board of Education policy.

Legal References: G.S. 95-28.3; 115C-12, -36, -47, -84.2, -218.90(a)(3), -238.68(3), -285, -302.1,
-316, -336, -336.1; 116-239.10(4); 126-5(c19), -8.6; 143B-1033; 16 N.C.A.C. 6C .0405, .0408;
State Board of Education Policy BENF-001, North Carolina Public Schools Benefits and
Employment Policy Manual (N.C. Dept. of Public Instruction, current version), available at
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/districts-schools-support/district-human-
capital/employee-policy

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 03/19/2012, 12/16/2013, 05/15/201, 07/09/2018, 06/21/2021, 08/15/2022, 11/21/2022,
12/18/2023
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All eligible employees will be provided leave as required by the federal Family and Medical Leave
Actof 1993 (FMLA), as amended, and applicable state laws and State Board of Education policies.
The FMLA allows eligible employees to take job-protected, unpaid leave, or to substitute
appropriate paid leave if the employee has earned or accrued it, for up to a total of 12 workweeks
(or 26 workweeks in certain cases) in any 12-month period for certain qualifying conditions or
events. The employee may continue to participate in the school system’s group insurance plan
while on FMLA leave.

This policy is intended for guidance only and is not intended to alter or expand the school system’s
responsibilities beyond the requirements of law. If any provision of this policy is inconsistent with
federal law or regulation, the federal rule must take precedence. The superintendent is authorized
to develop additional regulations for FMLA leave consistent with the requirements of the law and
this policy. Employees can find more information about FMLA leave in the North Carolina Public
Schools Benefits and Employment Policy Manual.

The board strictly prohibits interfering with, restraining, or denying the ability of any employee to
exercise any right provided by the FMLA. The board also strictly prohibits any type of
discrimination against or discharge of an employee who has filed a complaint in regard to the
FMLA. A copy of this policy will be provided to each employee upon hiring.

A. DEFINITIONS
1. Serious Health Condition

A serious health condition is an illness, injury, impairment, or physical or mental
condition that involves either an overnight stay in a medical care facility or
continuing treatment by a health care provider for a condition that either prevents
the employee from performing the functions of the employee’s job or prevents the
qualified family member from participating in school or other daily activities.

2. Continuing Treatment

Subject to certain conditions, the continuing treatment requirement in the above
definition of “serious health condition” may be met by a period of incapacity of
more than three consecutive calendar days combined with at least two visits to a
health care provider or one visit and a regimen of continuing treatment or incapacity
due to pregnancy or a chronic condition. Other conditions may meet the definition
of continuing treatment.

3. Other Terms

Unless otherwise noted, all terms in this policy must be defined in accordance with
29 C.F.R. pt. 825.

#
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ELIGIBILITY
Generally, employees are eligible for unpaid FMLA leave if they have:

1. been employed by the school system for at least 12 months (not necessarily
consecutively); and

2. worked at least 1,250 hours during the previous 12 months.

Further information about these requirements can be found in the Code of Federal
Regulations at 29 C.F.R. 825.110.

QUALIFYING CONDITIONS
Except in cases of leave to care for a covered servicemember with a serious illness or

injury, an eligible employee is entitled to a total of 12 workweeks of FMLA leave during
any 12-month period for any one or more of the following reasons:

1. the birth and first-year care of the employee’s child;

2. adoption or foster placement of a child with the employee;

3. a serious health condition of the employee or the employee’s spouse, child, or
parent,;

4. a qualifying exigency (see Section F) arising out of the fact that the spouse or a son,

daughter, or parent of the employee has been deployed, or is on notice of an
impending deployment to a foreign country as a member of the regular Armed
Forces on active duty or as a member of the Reserve components of the Armed
Forces under a federal call or order to active duty in support of a contingency
operation; or

S. to care for a covered servicemember with a serious illness or injury (“covered
servicemember” and “serious injury or illness” are defined in federal regulation 29
C.F.R. 825.127). An employee who is a spouse, son, daughter, parent, or next of
kin of the servicemember may take leave for a period of up to 26 workweeks under
this provision.

DETERMINING THE 12-MONTH LEAVE PERIOD

The 12-month period during which an employee is eligible for FMLA leave will be from
July 1 to June 30, except that the period for leave to care for a covered servicemember with
a serious injury or illness begins on the first day the employee takes leave for this reason
and ends 12 months later.

—_—_ , e @ o 000 ___]
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E. ENTITLEMENT TO LEAVE

Eligible employees may take leave as follows:

1.

=

Medical leave for serious health conditions: A combined total of 12 workweeks
during a 12-month period. The leave may be taken intermittently or on a reduced
leave schedule as is medically necessary.

Family leave for pregnancy, birth of a child, or placement of a child for foster
care or adoption: A combined total of 12 consecutive workweeks during a 12-
month period. Eligibility for FMLA leave expires 12 months from the birth, foster
care placement, or adoption of the child. Leave must be used in a single block of
time unless the board agrees to another arrangement.

Military service exigency: A combined total of 12 workweeks during a 12-month
period. The leave may be taken intermittently or on a reduced leave schedule.

Leave to care for injured servicemember: A combined total of no more than 26
workweeks during a single 12-month period. The leave may be taken intermittently
or on a reduced leave schedule. If combined with other types of FMLA leave, the
total leave taken in a single 12-month period still may not exceed 26 weeks.

Spouses employed by the school system: Spouses who are both employed by the
school system and eligible for FMLA leave are limited in the amount of family
leave they may take for the birth and care of a newborn child, for the placement of
a child for adoption or foster care, or to care for a parent who has a serious health
condition to a combined total of 12 weeks (or 26 weeks if leave to care for a covered
servicemember with a serious injury or illness is also used).

QUALIFIED MILITARY SERVICE EXIGENCIES

A military service exigency that qualifies for FMLA leave must be defined in accordance
with federal regulations. Qualified exigencies may include:

1.

2.

short-notice deployment;

military events and related activities;
school and childca;e activities;
financial and legal arrangements;
counseling;

rest and recuperation leave;
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7. post-deployment activities;
8. parental care; and
0. additional activities agreed upon by the board and employee.

G. INTERMITTENT OR REDUCED WORK SCHEDULE

1. An employce may take FMLA leave on an intermittent or reduced leave schedule
as required for the health of the employee or family member, due to a qualifying
exigency, or as otherwise approved by the superintendent. The employee must
make a reasonable effort to schedule treatment so as not to disrupt unduly the
operations of the school. Whenever possible, the employee should discuss
scheduling with his or her immediate supervisor prior to scheduling any medical
treatment in order to accommodate the work schedule.

2. An employee who requests intermittent or reduced leave time for medical treatment
of a serious health condition may be required to give the reasons for the intermittent
or reduced leave schedule and the schedule for treatment.

3. To better accommodate an employee’s need for intermittent or reduced leave for a
serious health condition, the school system may require an employee to take an
alternative position during the period of leave. The alternative position must have
equal pay and benefits, but it does not have to have equivalent duties.

4. Employees may take intermittent leave in increments of one hour.

5. Instructional personnel are subject to special rules for taking intermittent or reduced
leave. (See Section H.)

H. INSTRUCTIONAL PERSONNEL

The following special rules apply to instructional personnel only. For the purposes of this
policy, instructional personnel are teachers, athletic coaches, driving instructors, special
cducation assistants, and any other employees whose principal function is to teach and
instruct students.

1. Use of Intermittent or Reduced Schedule Leave

a. Instructional employees may use intermittent or reduced schedule leave
only when the employee and the school system have reached an agreement
on how the leave will be used.

b. If an instructional employee requests intermittent or reduced schedule leave
for more than 20 percent of the workdays of the duration of a leave due to
medical treatment, the school system may require the employee to take

#
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continuous leave for up to the entire duration of the scheduled leave or to
transfer to an alternative position with equivalent pay and benefits for the
period of leave.

c. Instructional employees who take intermittent or reduced schedule lcave
that constitutes 20 percent or less of the workdays during the leave period
are not subject to transfer to an alternative position.

2. Extension of FMLA Leave at School System Discretion

The school system may require instructional personnel to continue leave through
the end of the school semester if any of the following conditions exist:

a.

the leave will begin more than five weeks before the end of the term; the
leave will last at least three weeks; and the employee would return to work
in the last three weeks of the academic term;

the leave is for a purpose other than the employee’s own serious health
condition or for a military exigency; the leave will begin in the last five
wecks of the term; the leave will last more than two weeks; and the
employee would return to work during the last two weeks of the academic
term; or

the leave is for a purpose other than the employee’s own serious health
condition or for a military exigency; the leave will begin in the last three
weeks of the term; and the leave will last at least five days.

If the school system requires an instructional employee to take leave until the end
of the academic term, only the period of leave until the employee is ready and able
to return to work will be charged against the employee’s FMLA entitlement.

EMPLOYEE’S RESPONSIBILITY WHEN REQUESTING LEAVE

To ensure that employees receive proper notification of their rights and responsibilities and
that leave is properly designated, all employees requesting any type of leave must make
the request to the assistant superintendent of human resources or designee.

1. Employee’s Responsibilities When Leave is Foreseeable

a.

The employee must provide 30 days’ advance notice of the need to take
FMLA lecave when the need is foreseceable. If this amount of notice is not
possible, then notice must be given as soon as practicable, taking into
account all of the facts and circumstances.

The employee must provide sufficient information for the school system
reasonably to determine (1) whether the FMLA may apply to the leave
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request and (2) the anticipated timing and duration of the leave. This
information would include, for example, notice that the employee is unable
to perform job functions, notice that the family member is unable to perform
daily activities, notice of the need for hospitalization or continuing
treatment by a health care provider, or notice of circumstances suppotting
the need for military family leave.

If the employee does not provide 30 days’ notice and there is no reasonable
justification for the delay, the school system may delay the FMLA leave
until at least 30 days after the employee provides notice of the need for
FMLA leave.

If an instructional employee fails to give the required notice of foreseeable
leave for an intermittent or reduced lcave schedule, the school system may
require the employee to take continuous leave for the duration of his or her
treatment or may temporarily transfer the employee to an alternative
position for which the employee is qualified and that has the same bencfits.
(See Section H.)

Employee’s Responsibilities When Leave is Not Foresecable

a.

When leave is not foreseeable, the employee must comply with the usual
school system procedures for notifying his or her supervisor of the absence
and requesting leave, including any applicable requirements established by
policy 7510, Leave. If the employee fails to do so, the leave may be delayed
or denied.

When giving notice of an absence, the employee must inform the supervisor
if the requested leave is for a reason for which FMLA leave was previously
taken or certified.

The employee also must notify the assistant superintendent of human
resources or designee of the need for FMLA leave as soon as practicable.

All employee responsibilities in the FMLA for notice, medical certification,
fitness for duty certification, and notice of intent to return to work apply as
specified in this policy and policy 7510.

J. SCHOOL SYSTEM’S DESIGNATION AND NOTICE TO EMPLOYEE

1.

~ Whether or not the employee specifically requests FMLA leave, the assistant

superintendent of human resources or designee is responsible for asking any
questions of the employee necessary to make a determination of whether the leave
is FMLA-eligible, unless the employee has already requested and received FMLA
leave or certification for the same condition or event. The assistant superintendent
may require the employee to provide notice of the need and the reason for leave.

”
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2. The assistant superintendent for human resources or designee shall provide all
legally-required notices to the employee within five days of receiving this
information or otherwise learning that an employee’s leave may be for an FMILA-
qualifying reason, unless there is a justifiable delay, such as a delay for
documentation.

The required notices must indicate whether the employee is eligible under the
FMLA. If the employee is eligible, the notice must specify any additional
information required from the employee and must explain the employee’s rights
and responsibilities under the FMLA. If the employee is not eligible, the notice
must provide a reason for the ineligibility. The required notices also must state
whether the leave will be designated as FMLA-protected and, if so, the amount of
leave that will be counted against the employce’s leave entitlement.

3. Leave may be designated as both FMLA-eligible and as leave under the school
system’s paid leave policy if paid leave has been substituted. Such leave would be
counted toward the employee’s 12-week FMLA entitlement. In addition, the
assistant superintendent of human resources may designate an absence (taken as
paid or unpaid leave) that meets the criteria for an FMLA-qualifying absence as
part of the employee’s total FMLA entitlement, whether or not the employee has
requested FMLA leave. (See Section M.)

4. Leave that has been taken for an FMLA-qualifying reason may be retroactively
designated as FMLA leave with appropriate notice to the employee, provided that
such designation does not cause harm or injury to the employee.

K. CERTIFICATION

The school system reserves the right to require employees to provide certification of any
FMLA-qualifying event or condition of the employee or the employee’s spouse, child,
parent, or next of kin, including certification for military exigency leave. The school
system will not request more medical certification information than that allowed by the
FMLA and the Americans with Disabilities Act. The assistant superintendent may request
a second or third opinion at the school system’s expense if reason to doubt the validity of
a medical certification exists. The school system may require periodic recertification to
support the leave, as permitted by law.

L. RETURN T0 WORK

The school system may require an employee to periodically repost on his or her status and
intent to return to work. Any employee who is taking leave through the end of an academic
semester must report on his or her intent to return to work no later than four weeks before
the end of the academic semester. In addition, the school system may require the employee
to report on his or her intent to return to work on a regular basis while on FMLA lcave.

ﬂ
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Before an employee returns to work from FMLA leave taken for the employee’s own
serious health condition, the employee must present a “fitness-for-duty” certification that
states that the employee is able to return to work. This requirement does not apply to an
employee taking intermittent leave unless the employee’s condition presents a reasonable
safety concern.

M.
1.
2.
3.
N.

1.

SUBSTITUTION OF PAID LEAVE

The school system will substitute appropriate paid leave, including sick leave,
parental leave, personal leave, and vacation time for unpaid, FMLA leave to the
extent allowed by law and policy, giving proper notice to the employee that the
leave is designated as FMLA. If an employee has exhausted his or her accrued paid
leave but an FMLA-qualifying reason for absence continues, the school system will
designate resulting absences as protected FMLA leave until the employee has used
all allowable FMLA leave. Such absences will be unpaid.

When an employee has an absence (taken as paid or unpaid leave) that meets the
criteria for an FMLA-qualified absence, the school system may, with proper notice
to the employee, designate the absence as part of the employee’s total annual
FMLA entitlement. If the absence continues for more than 10 days, all employee
responsibilities in the FMLA to provide notice for foresecable and unforeseeable
leave, medical certification, fitness for duty certification, and notice of intent to
return to work apply as specified in this policy and policy 7510.

An employee must not be permitted to use paid leave before beginning FMLA leave
if it has been determined that the employee’s reason for using paid leave meets the
FMLA eligibility requirements.

RESTORATION TO EQUIVALENT POSITION

Generally

Employees, except “key” employees, will be restored to the same or an equivalent
position upon return from FMLA leave.

The equivalent position will have virtually identical pay, benefits, and working
conditions, including privileges, perquisites, and status, as the position the
employee held prior to the leave. The position also must involve substantially
similar duties and responsibilities, which must entail substantially equivalent skill,
effort, responsibility, and authority. All positions within the same job classification
are considered “equivalent positions” for the purposes of this policy, so long as
these conditions are met. For licensed employees, all positions with the same salary
and licensure requirements also will be considered equivalent positions, so long as
these conditions are met.

#
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2. Key Employees

Key employees do not have the right to be restored to the same or an equivalent
position upon their return from FMLA leave. Key employees are salaried FMLA-
eligible employees who are among the highest paid 10 percent of all employees. If
restoring a key employee would result in substantial and grievous economic injury
to the school system, then the school system has no obligation to restore the
employee to the same or an equivalent position.

An employee will be informed at the time leave is taken if he or she is considered
a key employee and will be informed once a determination is made that the
employee will not be restored to the same or an equivalent position upon return
from FMLA leave. A key employee who has been informed that he or she will not
be restored still has the right to health benefits for the full period in which he or she
is eligible for FMLA leave.

CONTINUATION OF HEALTH BENEFITS

Health care coverage and benefits will be continued for the duration of an employee’s
FMLA leave on the same conditions as would have been provided if the employee had
continued working. Employees do not have the right to the accrual of eamned benefits
during FMLA leave. If an employee takes intermittent or reduced leave, he or she has the
right to maintain the same health care benefits, but earned benefits may be reduced in
proportion to hours worked when such a reduction is normally based upon hours worked.

The school system may recover from the employee the cost of health insurance premiums
paid on behalf of the employee while the employee was on unpaid FMLA leave if the
employee does not return to work after the leave, so long as the reason for not returning
does not relate to a serious health condition or to circumstances beyond his or her control.

POSTING REQUIREMENT

The superintendent or designee shall ensure that notices of FMLA provisions and
information on procedures for filing complaints are posted in places that are readily
accessible to employees and applicants.

RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENT

The human resources office shall maintain records of the following information for at least
three years: basic payroll and identifying employee data, the dates (or hours) of FMLA
leave taken by each employee, and premium payments of employee benefits. Medical
information, such as that relating to medical certifications, also will be maintained in the
human resources office in confidential medical records.

The assistant superintendent will maintain for at least three years copies of employce
notices, including general and specific notices, any other documents describing employee
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benefits or policies, and records of disputes between the school system and any employee
regarding designation of FMLA leave.

R. ENFORCEMENT

An employee may file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Labor or bring a private
lawsuit against the school system for violations of the FMLA.

FMLA does not affect any federal or state law prohibiting discrimination or supersede any
state or local law that provides greater family or medical leave rights.

S. OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT/FALSIFICATION OF RECORDS

The school system may deny FMLA benefits to an employee who engages in self-
employment or employment for any employer while on continuous leave if the employee
fraudulently obtained FMLA leave. Falsification of records and failure to correct records
known to be false are violations of this policy and will result in discipline, which may
include termination from employment.

Legal References: Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.8.C. 12101 e/ seq.; Family and Medical
Leave Act of 1993, as amended, 29 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.; 29 C.F.R. pt. 825; National Defense
Authorization Act for 2008, Pub. L. 110-181 sec. 585; North Carolina Public Schools Benefits and
Employment Policy Manual, N.C. Department of Public Instruction (current version)

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 12/16/2013, 12/18/2023
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Employees are expected to avoid engaging in any conduct that creates or gives the appearance to
the public of creating a conflict of interest with their job responsibilities. Employees shall not
engage in or have a financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any activity that conflicts with duties
and responsibilities in the school system. Although conflicts of interest are not limited to those
described in this policy, at a minimum employees must comply with the board directives
established below. In addition, employees engaged directly or indirectly in the school system’s
procurement, purchasing, and/or contracting process must comply with policy 8610, Ethics and
the Purchasing Function.

d
A. CONTRACTS WITH THE BOARD
An employee shall not do any of the following:

1. obtain a direct benefit from a contract that he or she is involved in making or
administering on behalf of the board, unless an exception is allowed pursuant to
G.S. 14-234 or other law;

2. participate in the selection, award, or administration of a contract supported in
whole or in part by federal funds if the employee has a real or apparent conflict of
interest as described in policy 8685, Federal Grant Administration,

3. influence or attempt to influence anyone who is involved in making or
administering a contract on behalf of the board when the employee will obtain a
direct benefit from the contract; or

4, solicit or receive any gift, favor, reward, setvice, or promise of reward, including a
promise of future employment, in exchange for recommending, influencing, or
attempting to influence the award of a contract by the board.

An employee is involved in administering a contract if he or she oversees the performance
of the contract or has authority to interpret or make decisions regarding the contract. An
emnployee is involved in making a contract if he or she participates in the development of
specifications or terms of the contract or participates in the preparation or award of the
contract.

An employee derives a direct benefit from a contract if the employee or his or her spouse
does any of the following: (1) has more than a 10 percent ownership or other interest in an
entity that is a party to the contract; (2) derives any income or commission directly from
the contract; or (3) acquires property under the contract. An exception is allowed for
employment contracts between the board and the spouse of the superintendent if approved
by the board in an open session meeting in accordance with the requiremnents of state law
and subsection D.2 of policy 7100, Recruitment and Selection of Personnel.

#
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B. MISUSE OF INFORMATION

An employee shall not do any of the following:

1. use information, which was learned in the employee’s role as an employee and

which has not been made public, to acquire a financial interest or gain a financial
benefit, or to intentionally help another do so; or

2. acquire or gain, or intentionally help another person to acquire or gain, a financial
interest or benefit in contemplation of official action by the employee or the school
system.

C. NON-SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT

The board recognizes that some employees may pursue additional compensation on their
own time. Any such employee shall not engage in the following:

1. non-school employment that adversely affects the employee’s availability or
effectiveness in fulfilling job responsibilities;

2. work of any type in which the sources of information concerning customer, client,
or employer originate from any information obtained through the school system;

3. work of any type that materially and negatively affects the educational program of
the school system;

4. any type of private business using system facilities, equipment, or materials, unless
prior approval is provided by the superintendent; or -

5. any type of private business during school time or on school property, unless prior
approval is provided by the superintendent.

The superintendent may grant prior approval for work performed under subsections C.4
and C.5 above if such work enhances the employee’s professional ability or professional
growth for school-related work. The superintendent may establish reporting procedures
that require employees to notify the school system of any non-school employment.

Except as otherwise provided in the superintendent’s contract, the superintendent is subject
to the provisions of this section on non-school employment and shall seek prior approval
from the board before engaging in consulting or other employment activities outside the
school system. The board expects the superintendent to comply with all sections of this
policy and all state and federal laws regarding conflicts of interest in his or her position as
superintendent.

#
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D. RECEIPT OF GIFTS

No employee may solicit or accept any gifts from any potential or current provider of E-
rate services or products in violation of federal E-rate program gifting rules.

No employee may solicit or accept trips, meals, favors, or other gifts or items of monetary
value from any other person or group desiring to do or doing business with the school
system, unless such gifts are of nominal value ($50 or less) and (1) are instructional
products or advertising items that are widely distributed; (2) are honorariums for
participating in a meeting; (3) are meals served at a banquet; or (4) are approved for receipt
by the superintendent or designee. These exceptions for gifts of nominal value do not apply
to employees involved in purchasing and procurcment activities except as provided in
policies 8610, Ethics and the Purchasing Function, and 8685, Federal Grant
Administration, and applicable state and federal law.

E. TRAINING

The superintendent or designee shall ensure that all personnel are aware of the requirements
of this policy and applicable conflict of interest laws.

As required by G.S. 115C-335.15, employecs who are involved in the making or
administering of contracts shall receive conflicts of interest training that includes position-
specific education on conflicts of interest and ethical standards of conduct. The training
must be provided by qualified sources approved by the board.

F. VIOLATIONS

Any individual aware of any violation of this policy, policy 2150, Board Member Conflict
of Interest, policy 8610, Ethics and the Purchasing Function, the conflict of interest
provisions of policy 8685, Federal Grant Administration, or applicable conflict of interest
laws shall report such violation in accordance with policy 1760/7233, Prohibition Against
Retaliation. Employees who violate this policy, policy 8610, or the conflict of interest
provisions of policy 8685, will be subject to disciplinary action.

Legal References: 2 C.F.R. 200.318(c)(1); 47 C.F.R. 54.503; FCC Sixth Report and Order 10-
175; G.S. 14-234, -234.1; 133-32, -33; 115C-47(17a), -47(18), -335.15; 133-32; Attorney General
Opinion requested by L.W. Lamar regarding G.8. 133-32, the Applicability to Attorneys and Law
Firms Providing Professional Services to Local Boards of Education, dated May 13, 1993

- Adopted:
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The board is committed to conducting the purchasing function in an ethical manner and in
compliance with state and federal laws and regulations. The board expects all employees who are
directly or indirectly involved in any aspect of the purchasing function to be aware of and comply
with all current state and federal laws and regulations as these standards apply to the school
system’s purchasing activities.

A.

STANDARDS OF CONDUCT

Employees directly or indirectly involved in any aspect of the school system’s
procurement, purchasing, and/or contracting process for apparatus, materials, equipment,
supplies, services, real property, or construction or repair projects, regardless of source of
funds, must adhere to the following standards of conduct and those established in policies
7620, Employee Conflict of Interest, and 8685, Federal Grant Administration.

1.

Employees are expected to make all purchasing-related decisions in a neutral and
objective way based on what is in the best interest of the school system and not in
consideration of actual or potential personal benefit.

Employees shall not participate, directly or indirectly, in making or administering
any contract from which they will obtain a direct benefit, unless an exception is
allowed pursuant to law.

An employee obtains a direct benefit when the employee or his or her spouse will
receive income, commission, or property under the contract or the employee or
spouse has more than a 10 percent interest in an entity that is a party to the contract.
See G.S. 14-234 and policy 7620, Employee Conflict of Interest.

Participation in making or administering a contract includes, but is not limited to,
participating in the development of specifications or contract terms; obtaining or
reviewing bids; preparation or award of the contract; and having the authority to
make decisions about, interpret, or oversee the contract.

Employees shall not participate, directly or indirectly, in the selection, award, or
administration of a contract supported in whole or part by a federal grant or award
if the employee has a real or apparent conflict of interest. See 2 C.F.R. 200.318
and policy 8685, Federal Grant Administration.

A real or apparent conflict exists when the employee, his or her immediate family
member or partner, or an organization which employs or is about to employ any of
those individuals, has a financial or other interest in or receives a tangible personal
benefit from a firm considered for a contract. For purposes of this subsection, a
“financial interest” means a financial interest which comprises more than five
percent of the equity of the firm or business or more than five percent of the assets
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of the economic interest in indebtedness. It does not include an ownership interest
held through a fiduciary, such as a mutual fund or blind trust, where the individual
or individual’s employer has no control over the selection of holdings.

4. Employees shall not influence or attempt to influence any person involved in
making or administering a contract from which the employee will obtain a direct
benefit as described in paragraph 2, above.

5. Employees shall not solicit or receive any gift, favor, reward, service, or promise
of reward, including a promise of future employment, in exchange for
recommending, influencing, or attempting to influence the award of a contract by
the school system.

6. Employees shall notify the superintendent or designee in writing if they have an
actual or potential conflict of interest under this policy or applicable state or federal
law that would disqualify them from performing any aspect of their job
responsibilities.

7. Employees shall not solicit or accept trips, meals, gratuities, gifts, favors, or
anything of monetary value from current or recent (within the past year)
contractors, subcontractors, or suppliers, or any persons or entities that foreseeably
may bid on a contract in the future, unless the item is an unsolicited gift of nominal
value (850 or less), and is one of the following: an advertising item or souvenir
that is widely distributed; an honorarium for participating in a meeting; a meal
provided at a banquet; or other item that is clearly permitted by state and federal
law. Multiple permitted items from a single contractor may not exceed an
aggregate value of $100 in a twelve-month period.

Employees shall inform existing and potential contractors, subcontractors, and
suppliers about these restrictions.

8. Employees shall not solicit or accept any gift from a current or potential provider
of E-rate services or products in violation of applicable federal E-rate program
gifting rules.

0. Employees shall not divulge confidential information to any unauthorized person.

Confidential information includes, but is not limited to (1) the school system’s cost
estimate for any public contract, prior to bidding or completion of other competitive
purchasing processes; and (2) the identity of contractors who have obtained
proposals for bid purposes for a public contract, until the bids are opened in public
and recorded in the board minutes.

10.  An employee shall not misuse information in violation of G.S. 14-234.1.
Specifically, an employee shall not, in contemplation of the employee’s own
official action or that of the board or others acting on behalf of the school system,
or in reliance on information known to the employee in his or her official capacity

w
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and not made public, to:
a. acquire a financial interest in any property, transaction, Or enterprise;

b. gain a financial benefit that may be affected by the information or
contemplated action; or

c. intentionally aid another to acquire a financial interest or gain a financial
benefit from the information or contemplated action.

B. TRAINING

The superintendent or designee shall ensure that all affected employees are aware of board
policy requirements and applicable laws.

As described in policy 7620, Employee Contflict of Interest, employees who are involved
in the making or administering of contracts shall receive conflicts of interest training that
includes position-specific education on conflicts of interest and ethical standards of
conduct.

C. VIOLATIONS

Any individual aware of any violation of this policy, policy 2150, Board Member Contflict
of Interest, policy 7620, Employee Conflict of Interest, the conflict of interest provisions
of policy 8685, Federal Grant Administration, or applicable conflict of interest laws shall
report such violation in accordance with policy 1760/7233, Prohibition Against Retaliation.
Employees who violate this policy, policy 2150, policy 7620, or the conflict of interest
provisions of policy 8685, will be subject to disciplinary action.

Legal References: 2 C.F.R. 200.318(c); 47 C.F.R. 54.503; FCC Sixth Report and Order 10-175;
G.S. 14-234, -234.1; 115C-335.15; 133-32, -33; Attorney General Opinion requested by L.W.
Lamar regarding G.S. 133-32, the Applicability to Attorneys and Law Firms Providing
Professional Services to Local Boards of Education, dated May 13,1993

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 12/17/2012, 12/17/2018, 12/18/2023

___’______—_._—#—-——————_—__
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PURCHASING REQUIREMENTS FOR
EQUIPMENT, MATERIALS, AND SUPPLIES Policy Code: 8675
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All purchases of apparatus, supplies, materials, and equipment will be made in accordance with
all applicable state laws and regulations, including Article 8 of Chapter 143 and Articles 6E and
6G of Chapter 147 of the North Carolina General Statutes, board policy, and school system
purchasing procedures. Purchasing contracts subject to the E-Verify requirement will contain a
provision stating that the contractor and contractor’s subcontractors must comply with the
requirements of G.S. Chapter 64, Article 2. Purchases using federal funds must also be made in
accordance with all applicable requirements of federal law and regulation, including the Uniform
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards
(“Uniform Guidance”) issued by the U.S. Office of Budget and Management. (See also policy
8685, Federal Grant Administration.) All employees involved in purchasing mustbe familiar with
applicable requirements.

The purchasing officer shall ensure that written specifications for desired products are descriptive
and clear and incorporate the quality requirements and service needs of the school system. There
is no minimum number of bids, proposals, or quotes required for the purchase of apparatus,
supplies, materials, and equipment (whether formally or informally bid); however, at least two
bids, proposals, or quotes should be obtained when feasible.

The appropriate school system employee shall review submissions of bids, proposals, or quotes to
determine if they are responsive to the system’s specifications and make recommendations to the
superintendent or designee. The superintendent or designee may award the contract based upon
such recommendations if it is within their authority to contract as provided in policy 8640,
Contracts with the Board, or may make a recommendation to the board for award of the contract
by the board.

Apparatus, supplies, materials, and equipment must be purchased in accordance with the following
requirements.

A. FORMAL BIDS (EQUAL TO OR MORE THAN $90,000)

The purchase of apparatus, supplics, materials, or equipment for expenditures equal to or
more than $90,000 must be secured through the competitive bid process governed by G.S.
143-129. The superintendent, in consultation with the purchasing officer, is authorized to
determine the best method for formally bidding a product or, as appropriate, utilizing one
of the exceptions to formal bidding as provided below in Section E. The purchasing officer
shall oversee the use of any purchasing method and ensure that all state requirements are
met, including advertisement, sealed bids, maintaining records, and public opening of bids.
The board authorizes the use of newspaper advertisement, electronic advertiseinent, or both
for formal bids; however, the superintendent has the authority to determine which method
will be used for a specific purchase or categories of purchases.

#
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Awards will be made to the lowest responsible bidder(s) whose bid or proposal meets the
requirements and criteria set forth by the school system, taking into consideration quality,
performance, and the time specified in the proposal for the performance of the contract.
To be eligible for an award of a contract subject to G.S. 143-129, the contractor and its
subcontractors, if any, must demonstrate compliance with all applicable provisions of G.S.
Chapter 64, Article 2, including the responsibility to use E-Verify. All contracts awarded
must be in writing.

The board permits the use of the following processes for contracts that require formal
bidding.

1. Competitive Sealed Bids

A competitive sealed bid (or invitation to bid) may be used to request the cost of
particular goods by providing detailed specifications in advance.

2. Reverse Auction

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129.9(a)(1), the school system may use reverse auctions as an
alternative to sealed bid procedures. For purposes of this policy, “reverse auction”
means a real-time purchasing process in which bidders compete to provide goods
at the lowest selling price in an open and interactive environment. The
superintendent, in consultation with the purchasing officer, shall determine whether
reverse auctions are appropriate for a specific purchase or category of purchases.
To conduct a reverse auction, the purchase officer may use a third party, may use
the state’s electronic procurement system, or, if appropriate equipment is available,
may conduct the auction using school system equipment.

3. Exceptions to Formal Bids

Any of the processes outlined below in Section E may be used in lieu of formal
bidding, so long as all requirements of state law are met.

B. INFORMAL Bips ($30,000 T0 $90,000)

The purchase of apparatus, supplies, materials, or equipment for expenditures of at least
$30,000 but less than $90,000 must be secured through the informal bidding process
governed by G.S. 143-131. The superintendent, in consultation with the purchasing officer,
is authorized to determine the best method for securing informal bids on a product. The
purchasing officer shall oversee the use of any purchasing method and ensure that all state
requirements are met, including maintaining records of all bids submitted. Records of
informal bids will not be available for public inspection until the contract has been
awarded. Awards will be made to the lowest responsible, responsive bidder(s) whose bid
or proposal meets the requirements and criteria set forth by the school system, taking into
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consideration quality, performance, and the time specified in the proposal for the
performance of the contract.

1.

Competitive Scaled Bids

Informal bid requirements may be met by the use of sealed bids. The purchasing
officer may utilize the methods for formal competitive bids provided in Section A
or may determine other appropriate methods for soliciting sealed bids. The bid
specifications must include the time, date, and place for opening bids. No
advertisement for bids is necessary (unless the formal bid process is used);
however, the purchasing officer may advertise for bids as he or she deems
appropriate.

Quotations

Informal bid requirements may be met by the solicitation of quotes from
prospective vendors. Quotations may be solicited and submitted via telephone, fax,
e-mail, or the North Carolina E-Procurement system. Telephone quotes must be
placed in writing before a final contract will be awarded. Written quotations must
be on the vendor’s letterhead or an official quotation form.

Reverse Auction

A reverse auction may be used to solicit informal bids, consistent with the process
provided in Section A.2.

Exceptions to Informal Bids

‘Any of the processes outlined below in Section E may be used in lieu of informal

bidding, so long as all requirements of state law are met.

C. LOCAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PURCHASES FOR LESS THAN $30,000

When competitive bidding is not statutorily required, purchases should be made under
conditions that foster competition among potential vendors. Purchasing decisions should
be made after considering price, quality, suitability for specified need, and timeliness of
delivery and performance. The board may refuse to enter into a contract with a supplier or
contractor whose performance on a previous contract was found to be unsatisfactory by the
superintendent or the board.

If informal bidding is used, the informal bidding process described in Section B, above,
will be followed.

_—#
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D.

ELECTRONIC BIDDING

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129.9(a)(2), the school system may receive bids electronically in
addition to or instead of paper bids. If electronic bids are used for purchases that must be
formally bid, procedures for receipt of electronic bids must be designed to ensure the
security, authenticity, and confidentiality of the bids to at least the same extent as provided
with paper bids. The superintendent, in consultation with the purchasing officer, shall
determine whether electronic bidding is appropriate for a specific purchase or category of
purchases.

EXCEPTIONS TO THE FORMAL AND INFORMAL BIDDING REQUIREMENTS

The school system may utilize the following purchasing options instead of pursuing
competitive bidding. Formal or informal bidding is not required if any of these processes
are used. The purchasing officer shall gather information to document the basis for the use
of any exceptions to the competitive bidding requirements. The superintendent, mn
consultation with the purchasing officer, may determine that using one of the following
exceptions is appropriate for a specific purchase or group of purchases.

1. Purchases from Other Governmental Agencies

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(e)(1), the school system may contract for the purchase,
lease, or other acquisition of apparatus, supplies, materials, or equipment from any
other federal, state, or local governmental agency.

2. Special Emergencies

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(e)(2), competitive bidding is not required in cases of
special emergencies involving the health and safety of people or their property. For
an emergency to exist under the statute, the following factors must exist: (1) the
emergency is present, immediate, and existing; (2) the harm cannot be averted
through teinporary measures; and (3) the emergency was not self-created by the
school system.

3. Competitive Group Purchasing

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(e)(3), the school system may make purchases or order
repair work involving a combination of installation labor and equipment acquisition
for heating and cooling systems through a competitive bidding group purchasing
program, through which another entity uses a competitive process to establish
contracts on behalf of multiple entities at discount prices.

4, State Term Contract

#
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Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(e)(9), the school system may purchase products included
in state term contracts with the state vendor for the price stipulated in the state
contract, if the vendor is willing to extend to the school system the same or more
favorable prices, terms, and conditions as established in the state contract.

5. Sole Source Items

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(e)(6), upon approval of the board of education, the school
system may purchase an item through a single or sole source contract under the
following circumstances: (1) when performance or price competition is not
available; (2) when a needed product is available from only one source of supply;
or (3) when standardization or compatibility is the overriding consideration. When
requesting a purchase under the sole source exception, the purchasing officer shall
provide the board with documentation that justifies the use of the exception.

6. “Piggybacking” or Previously Bid Contracts

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(g), upon approval of the board of education, the school
system may purchase from any supplier that, within the previous 12 months, has
contracted to furnish the needed item to the federal government, to any state
government, or to any agency or political subdivision of the federal government or
any state government. Before recommending a purchase using the piggybacking
exception, the purchasing officer shall ensure that the following requirements are
met: (1) the price and other terms and conditions of the contract are at least as
favorable as the prior contract; (2) the contract was entered into following a public,
formal bidding process substantially similar to that required by North Carolina
General Statutes; (3) the same vendor is used; and (4) notice of intent to award the
contract without bidding is publicly advertised at least 10 days prior to the
regularly-scheduled board meeting at which the contract will be approved. Before
approving the contract, the board must determine that using the contract is in the
best interest of the school system.

7. Purchases of Information Technology Goods and Services

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(e}(7) and G.S. Chapter 143B, Article 15, the school
system may purchase or lease information technology through contracts established
by the Department of Information Technology. The purchasing officer shall work
with the information technology department to ensure that any such purchases meet
the needs of the school system.

In addition, the school system also may purchase information technology goods
and services by using a request for proposal (RFP) pursuant to G.S. 143-129.8,

#——-—-—
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provided that the following requirements are met: (1) notice of the request is
provided consistent with the formal bidding notice requirements and (2) contracts
are awarded to the person or entity that submits the best overall proposal as
determined by the purchasing officer and superintendent. The RFP should describe
the scope of work, gencral terms and conditions, specifications of the product
needed by the school system, and the application process. The information
technology supervisor shall assist the purchasing officer in reviewing the
responsiveness of any RFP submitted pursuant to this subsection. RFPs will be
evaluated using the “best value” method as defined in G.S. 143-135.9(a)(1) so that
the system may sclect the most appropriate technological solution to meet the
school system’s objectives. However, if the purchasing officer considers the
purchase to be highly complex or is unable to clearly determine what the optimal
solution for the school system is, the “solution-based solicitation” or “government-
vendor partnership” method may be used. The purchasing officer may negotiate
with the proposer to obtain a final contract that meets the best needs of the school
system, so long as the alterations based on such negotiations do not deprive
proposers or potential proposers of the opportunity to compete for the contract and
do not result in the award of the contract to a different person or entity than would
have received it if the alterations had been included in the RFP.

Gasoline, Fuel, and Oil Purchases

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(e)(5), the school system may purchase gasoline, fuel, and
oil products without using formal competitive bidding. However, such purchases
are subject to the informal bidding requirements provided above.

Used Products

Pursuant to G.S. 143-129(c)(10), the school system may purchase previously used
apparatus, supplies, materials, or equipment without using formal competitive
bidding. Before purchasing used products, the purchasing officer shall ensure that
the products are in good, usable condition and will be sufficient to meet the school
system’s needs for a reasonable period of time.

Published Materials

Pursuant to G.S. 115C-522(a), compliance with Article 8 of Chapter 143 of the
General Statutes is not mandatory for the purchase of published books, manuscripts,
maps, pamphlets, and periodicals. Such purchase shall be made in accordance with
Section C of this policy.

F. LEASE PURCHASE CONTRACTS AND OTHER CONTRACTS FINANCED OVER TIME

Lease purchase contracts, contracts that include options to purchase, and leases for the life

M
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of equipment all must be bid consistent with the requirements of G.S. 143-129 and 143-
131. The purchasing officer shall ensure that such contracts meet the legal requirements
and the provisions of policy 8640, Contracts with the Board.

USE OF SCHOOL SYSTEM TERM CONTRACTS

The school system may create and use term contracts for items that are routinely purchased
by the school system. If the estimated expenditure for a routine item under the term
contract is equal to or exceeds $90,000, the contract must be formally bid. If the estimated
expenditure is at least $30,000 but less than $90,000, the contract must be informally bid.
The purchasing officer may incorporate the use of a term contract in the bidding
specifications. If term contracts are used, the board attorney, in consultation with the
purchasing officer, shall review the contracts.

HISTORICALLY UNDERUTILIZED BUSINESSES

The board affirms the state’s commitment to encouraging the participation of historically
underutilized businesses in purchasing functions. The board will comply with all legal
requirements and the standards in policy 8620, Participation by Historically Underutilized
Businesses..

Legal References: 2 C.F.R. 200.317-326; G.S. 64 art. 2; 115C-36, -522; 143 art. 8; 143B art. 15;
147 art. 6E, art. 6G; Sess. Law 2013-128

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 06/19/2006, 02/15/2016, 08/22/2016, 05/15/2017, 12/18/2017, 12/17/2018, 12/18/2023
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When personal property becomes unnecessary and undesirable for public school purposes, the
school system will sell or dispose of the property in order to provide additional revenue for
educational purposes, in accordance with the requirements of Article IX, Section 7 of the North
Carolina Constitution, G.S. 115C-518, and G.S. 160A, art. 12. Equipment and supplies acquired
under a federal award will be disposed of in accordance with the terms and conditions of the federal
award, all applicable requirements of federal law and regulation, and the provisions of this policy
not inconsistent with such requirements.

Contracts for the sale or disposal of surplus property must be consistent with G.S. 147, art. 6E and
6G. Before any property may be sold or disposed of, it must be removed from the appropriate
fixed asset inventory.

The superintendent or designee shall ensure that any confidential, proprictary, or other identifying
information is removed from surplus property prior to disposition. In addition, the disposal of any
equipment or other property through waste management services must be done in a manner
consistent with environmental or other relevant rules and regulations.

A. PROPERTY WORTH LESS THAN $30,000

Pursuant to G.S. 160A-266(c), the board permits the superintendent or designee to dispose
of personal property worth less than $30,000.00 for a single item or group of similar items;
to set the property’s fair market value; and to convey title to the property for the board of
education. Prior to disposition, the superintendent or designee must make a finding that
the property is no longer necessary or desirable for school use.

Property covered by this section may be disposed of through a public or private exchange
or sale. The superintendent or designee shall choose any method of disposal that is
designed to obtain a fair market value for the property in the most efficient and economical
manner possible and is in the best interest of the school system, as determined by the
superintendent or designee. For all public sales, the superintendent or designee must
publish notice at least 10 days in advance. The notice must identify the property to be sold
and set out the date, time, place, and terms of the sale. Notice must be published in a
newspaper having general circulation and/or by electronic means.

The superintendent shall provide a annual report to the board detailing such transactions.
The report must include: (1) a general description of the property sold or exchanged; (2)
the name of the person(s) to whom the property was sold or with whom it was exchanged;
and (3) the amount of money or other consideration received for each sale or exchange.

B. PROPERTY WORTH $30,000 OR MORE

Property worth at least $30,000 will be disposed of pursuant to the requirements of GS
160A, art. 12, G.S. 115C-518, and Article IX, Section 7 of the North Carolina Constitution.

ﬂ
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Legal References: 2 C.F.R. 200.313-200.314; N.C. Const. art. IX, § 7; G.S. 115C-518; 147 art.
6E, art. 6G; 160A, art. 12; Boney v. Board of Trustees, 229 N.C. 136 (1948)

Adopted: 07/16/2001
Revised: 06/19/2006, 08/22/2016, 12/18/2017, 12/17/2018, 12/18/2023
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